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Participation of Communities

on The Cultural Ecotourism
Management at the Area of Pratat
Sub-district, Nadoon District,
Mahasarakham Province

Abstract

The purposes of this research were study about the potentials of tourism
resources and the potentials of communities in terms of participation on leaders and
communities of 8 villages for managing the tourism resources at the area of Pratat
Sub-district, Nadoon District, Mahasarakham Province. This research methodology
was carried out by Mixed Method which included the Quantitative Research,
Qualitative Research, focused on Participatory Action Research Process(PAR).The
tools of this research consist of In-depth interviews with monk dean, abbots, the
local wise men who are expert about history and local wisdom, local knowers of
handicraft, village chief, village headman, the community volunteer, personnel officer
of Subdistrict Administration Organization(SAO), and committee on Pratat Nadoon
mutual fund. The focus group discussions with abbots, personnel officer of SAO,
village chief, village chief assistants, village headman, village headman assistants,
subdistrict medical practitioner, village health volunteer(VHV), women group leader,
occupational group leaders and occupational group. The public discussion forum
with local participants. Tourism trial activity with 29 tourists and survey study about
tourists satisfaction on the attraction of tourism destinations at the Tambon Pratat
communities.

The research results revealed as follows: 1) according to the communities
and eco-culture aspect of Tambon Pratat community, the cultural inheritance of
community area selection and water resources, as well as wisdom, tradition, and
rituals were originated by the relationship between nature and belief from Lao group
ancestors who evacuated from Champasak City in the Srisattanakanahut Lao Lan
Chang Kingdom about 22-23 B.E., 2) according to the potentials of tourism resources,
the community of Tambon Pratat had 4 groups of tourism resources arranged by
much potential groups to few potential groups in terms of (2.1)Religion and belief
; Sim I-san, Ku-Noi, Pratat Nadoon (2.2)Community economy ; Processed herbs,
Sabaikit, Frog farms, (2.3)Culture ; Huan I-san, Nakorn Chambasri Museum (2.4)
Natural resources ; Don-Puta and Community forests 3)according to the participation,
community leaders and all 8 villages of Tambon Pratat community had the potentials
of tourism management in the tourism resources at the good level - very good
level. According to the each aspect, residence and food, and the personnel services
in the community were at the average of 46.46% and 63.72%, respectively.

Key Words : Context of community and eco-culture, participation of communities,

potentials of tourism resources, potentials of communities
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