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Social Capital and Community
Development : A Case Study
of Bang Nang Li Community,
Amphawa District,
Samutsongkhram Province

Abstract

The Study on Social Capital and Community Development of Bang Nang
Li Community, Amphawa District, Samutsongkhram Province is the quality research,
provided that the Participatory Research (PAR) was applied. It aims to study the
social capital influencing the community development and study the social capital
guidelines consistent with local areas and people needs. The researched areas covered
5 villages of Bang Nang Li Community, Amphawa District, Samutsongkhram
Province. The population comprised community leaders, village committees, sub-
district headmen, village headmen, executives of Bang Nang Li Sub-district
Administrative Organization and local people, 10 persons per village. The data
collection tools included participating observation, in-depth interview and focus group
discussion. Informants covered executives of  the Sub-district Administrative
Organization, sub-district headmen and community leaders of 5 villages.

It was found from the study that the key social capitals of Bang Nang Li
Sub-district were natural source of water and mad-made source of water which
local people used for daily living and occupation, including abundant soil proper
for a full range of agriculture. Key crops of the province were planted such as
coconut, grapefruit, lichee, etc. The cultural capitals comprised Songkran festival,
herb intellectual, Thai kite, etc. The human capitals consisted of local wisdom and
persons with religious, rite, cultural and occupational knowledge. To strengthen and
develop local communities, community leaders integrated and combined groups of
each village. Bang Nang Li Sub-district Administrative Organization played an
important role in driving the Sub-district’s development. It promoted collaboration
between government authorities, community leaders and villagers. Regarding the
bonding social capital of Bang Nang Li Sub-district, local people had seniority
relationships and respected seniors, rules, regulations of the villages. They greeted
and treated strangers as relatives. To ensure the consistent social capital guidelines
and the sustainable social capital, the executives of Sub-district Administrative
Organization, sub-district headmen, village headmen and community leaders should
jointly drive roles of personnel capital. Local people of all villages should be
enhanced to participate in community development. Social capital should be an
intermediate between people and development activities. This will support people
learning, understanding and collaboration. They will be aware of the importance of
the social capital resulting in community driving power. A social immune system
should be promoted and developed. The communities will become strong leading

to sustainable self-reliance.
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