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Musical Wisdom of

Tai Kheun, Tai Lue, Lahu
in Bandu Municipality

in Chiang Rai Province

Abstract

This research was the quality research by using the concept and the theory of ethnomusicology.
The purposes of this research aimed to study musical wisdom of ethnic groups in the area, to study
social and cultural preservation of the musical wisdom of ethnic groups in the area and to study
the guidelines of the musical wisdom preservation of ethnic groups. The research instruments for
collecting data consisted of recording equipments for recording pictures, sound, the table of the data
collection plan, the guidelines for individual and group interview, and forum for public hearing. The
data was collected by the field study in 2 villages in the area of Bandu Municipality, Chiangrai
province consisted of Ban Doi Pu Kai village where having Lahu group and Ban Lao Pat Tha Na
village where having many Tai Kheun and Tai Lue living there. The wisdom data was collected
from musicians and the local wisdom experts in music who were accepted by people in the
community. The in-depth interview, observation, forum were conducted and then the synthesis of
the data was done by the community to recheck.

The findings of the study revealed that the musical wisdom of Tai Kheun that were found
in the area were bird dance, “Mong Seung” dance, and Tai Kheun folk dance and the music used
with the dance was * Krup Sern or Sern singing”, The musical wisdom of Tai Lue found in the
area was “Krup Lue or Lue singing”. The musical instrument used while singing was “Mai Khom
flute” or Lue flute which was small and made of bamboo. The song used in Lue singing depended
on the melody and the content could be changed depended on the cleverness of the singers in
creating the song simultaneously. The musical wisdom of Lahu were the musical instruments consisted
of or “Nor”, Lahu guitar or “Tersuekoy” ,bamboo flute or “Laekachui” and “Jako~ drum which
was made of wood and looked like the long drum.

In terms of the social and cultural preservation of musical wisdom of ethnic groups in the
area were as follows; the factors enhancing the idea in creating the wisdom should be implemented
by trying to present and to inherit their culture and tradition in the form of musical performances.
The musicians went out of the village to work during not having any festival. Most of them stayed
with their families and they are workers. The role of music in terms of the social preservation was
presented in the content of music by presenting their own cultural activities. The costume in the
performance was still original however it was a bit adapted to be modern. The dance form, language,
costume and the other context were preserved to be the same as the original one.

The musical culture appeared in the area was not various as in the past because of the
lack of musical instruments, and skillful musician, therefore; it caused problems in the musical
inheritance of ethnic group because of the lack of seriously systematic and continuous inheritance.
The guidelines for preserving ethnic group music wisdom in Bandu Municipality should be done
by providing the stage for the ethnic groups to perform and publicize the art and musical wisdom
of ethnic groups in Bandu Municipality regularly and obviously. The learning management should
be provided for the youth in the area to study the musical wisdom continuously.

The strategies for preserving ethnic group music wisdom should be done as follows; organize
the cultural conservation club in the local area by having the youth as the leader and the community
leader, elder people and the general villager as the advisor, publicize the knowledge of ethnic group
music to the public, record the songs and make the document to be the information for the public.
The plan and the process for transmission the correct cultural knowledge for the youth in the
community should be done. Moreover, the musical instrument and the ethnic singing should be

taught for ethnic group young generations in schooling system.

Key Words: Preservation / Ethnic group / Music / Bandu Municipality
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