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ABSTRACT

This article presents the development of the complex of Hue’s emperor tombs in Vietnam. The
emperor tombs are studied simultaneously with the study of the history of Vietnam during that time. The
conclusion of this study pointed out that the emperor tombs in the first period of Nguyen dynasty were
influenced from Chinese culture. These tombs had developed the complexity in design depending on the
country’s stability in each period of times. In the late period of the dynasty before the converting of
political regime from feudalism to socialism, Vietnam was under the political influenced of France. With that
pressure expressed troughs the changing of design of the last 2 emperor tombs which accepted the western
culture to be part of the tomb’s design, these included the changing of materials, exterior, and interior
decoration. The altering of emperor tombs’ layout until the end of feudal period shown the attempt to
negotiate with the pressure of the Western. At the end, however, this attempt was not succeed and the
feudal was collapsed in the end.
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