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ABSTRACT

This research is a qualitative and quantitative participatory action research conducted with participation
in communities. The objectives are 1) to study and compile the information on the cultural capital and wisdom
that can be applied to create community products and add value to them, 2) to find cultural identities that can
be applied in developing new products and 3) to design and develop products using cultural capital and wisdom.
The sample in this research is entrepreneurs of community industrial businesses/OTOP entrepreneurs of 22
enterprises pertaining to cloth and apparel, utensils, ornaments and souvenirs from the upper Northeastern
region, that is, Loei, Nong Khai, Nong Bua Lamphu, Bueng Kan and Udon Thani provinces. The sampling technique
used was purposive sampling. The tool used in the research was a questionnaire and the statistics used were the
means (X ) and standard deviations. For the research results, it is found that the cultural capital and wisdom that
can be applied to create community products and add value to them are those of the Ban Chiang cultural
heritage, Sri Kotrabun-Lan Chang cultural heritage and local cultural heritage. The researchers conducted a
search for cultural identities that can be applied in developing new products and categorized them into
types of applied patterns, such Ban Chiang, Sri Kotrabun-Lan Chang, Phu Thai and Tai Dam patterns.
Identities in faith cultures were also applied in innovative creation to suit products as seen in the pattern of
naga, which is in the faith culture of people in the area of the Mekong River basin, the pattern with the
theme of the Tale Nang Usa and Tao Baros, and so on. The entrepreneurs are classified by cultural capital
and wisdom into 3 groups. The first group consists of entrepreneurs of 7 enterprises who applied the Ban
Chiang cultural heritage in developing their products. The second group consists of entrepreneurs of 5
enterprises who applied the Sri Kotrabun-Lan Chang heritage in developing their products, and the third
group consists of entrepreneurs of 10 enterprises who applied the local heritage in developing their
products. For the result summary from the product evaluation by an expert using the questionnaire, it is
found that 21 enterprises are at the very good level (X = 4.57-5.00) and 1 enterprise is at the good level (X=
4.29). The recommendations on enhancement for each product vary, and from the evaluation of
satisfaction after the product development with all the 22 entrepreneurs, the satisfaction is at the very
good level (X= 4.62).

Keywords: Community Product, Cultural Capital, Wisdom, Upper Northeast
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