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ABSTRACT

This article is part of the thesis titled "The cultural environment and vernacular architecture of Mae
Chaem under the context of change" aiming to understand the settlements in the valley area. This thesis uses
the Mae Chaem district area as a study area through the study of the vernacular cultural landscape of the
current Mae Chaem community to be analyzed for comparison with the cultural landscape of Lanna, culture
and explain the existence and changing factors of the cultural landscape. Results from the study reveal that
the vernacular landscape of Mae Chaem district is formed by natural factors and cultural factors related to
agriculture especially rice culture which can be observed from the various traditions that occurred as they
correspond to the production cycle. It is also the land that has been settled for a long time. People here,
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therefore accumulate wisdom to learn, adapt, and adjust the environment to be suitable for staying and living
by recognizing the importance of the environment by linking with the beliefs concealed with the respect to
nature either" Soil, water, and forest". This results in "The Vernacular Landscape of Mae Chaem" which is a
unique characteristic of the district in the valley plains under the Lanna culture which can be divided into the
components of urban structure into 4 areas, namely; 1.The area of perceptual territory and relationship
groups; 2.The area of spirits and holy places; 3.The area of public utility areas of the district and; 4.The living
area of the community. When considering these 4 areas mentioned above, it can be concluded that in the
existence of the Mae Chaem landscape, factors affecting the existence are the inheritance of vernacular
culture that can still be preserved, such as traditions and rituals including maintaining social relations between
different groups such as house, temples and mine groups. These allow the people in the society to remain
closely connected in a manner of kinship society resulting in the learning process and wisdom that can be
inherited from generation to generation which brings about the preservation of the vernacular cultural
landscape so perfectly.

Keywords : Existing, Change, Vernacular landscape, Lanna culture, Maechaem
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