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ABSTRACT

A comparative study on Viharas of Dai-Lue in Sib Song Punna, China; and in Nan, Thailand aims to
explore the unique identity of Vihara Dai Lue and their transformation due to different influence and
different locations. Seven Viharas were selected as case studies in order to analyse temples' lay outs, Viharas'
floor plans, architectural characteristics and structures. Findings from the study reveal that almost all of
Viharas in Sib Song Panna had been built regarding with traditional ways; whereas some Viharas had been
partially influenced by Chinese art and architectural styles. During the early settlements of Dai-Lue
settlement in the North of Thailand, the study shows that the characters of Viharas remains similar to Sib
Song Panna’s traditional style as a Vihara with Hipped roof and Gable on the Top .Since then the
characteristics of Viharas has been transformed in line with Lanna culture and other adjacent cultural
influence. Vihara Karu (Vihara wita gable roof, as Lanna style)style is a case in point of Lanna identities, and
Viharas with the roof light cave is an illustration of Luangprabang styles. This study points out that
transformation of Vihara Tai Lue were created in regard to the main characteristics of any supportive groups.
Interestingly, Vihara Tai Lue in both study areas has something in common; they were built in line with Sip
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Song Punna characteristics; and they were mixed and engaged with the local cultural styles. These two
factors make Viharas of Tai Lue has become unique and different from other.

Keywords : Transformation Vihara Dai (Lue) Architecture.
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