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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to compile an inventory of wooden row houses located in an area of
Nakhon Sawan Province and to present these houses as important examples demonstrating the use of wood
in Thai architecture. The row houses were selected based on their Thai traditional architecture and styles,
which were considered to be valuable in preserving these vernacular characteristics and base on advisement
of local people and the community leader. A case study was undertaken in the Talad Bhad Tanwa
Community located in Tumbon Tha Tako, Amphur Tha Tako, Nakhon Sawan Province. The objective was to
present these houses as important examples to illustrate the use of wood in Thai architecture. A survey was
undertaken to compile data about 9 row houses. The data was compiled from interviews and discussions
with the community leader, who accompanied the researcher during the study and from in-depth interviews

with the owners or occupiers and other local people. Many of the people residents in the area were of
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Chinese descent. Their forebears mainly arrived in Thailand during the period of King Chulalongkorn, more
than a century ago. They settled on the Tha Tako Canal and built what is now termed wooden row houses.
For the purpose of this study, these row houses were divided into 4 groups: 1.) three Single storey row
houses, 2.) one double storey houses, 3.) four corner house, and  4.) one semi-detached row houses
comprising both a single storey and a double storey house. All of these houses had wooden details, such as
windows, doors, stairways and other architectural features of value to an understanding of Thai vernacular
architecture.

Keywords: Wooden Row House, Architecture, Community
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