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Vernacular Architecture of Ethnic Groups in 9 Provinces of Lower Northern Area, Thailand
: Case study: The Lahu house, the Lao Song house and the Thai Sukothai house.
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Abstract

The lower northern region of Thailand consists of nine provinces namely; Kamphaeng Phet, Tak,
Nakhonsawan, Pichit, Phitsanulok, Phetchabun, Sukothai, Uttaradit and Uthaithani where there are various
ethnic groups who could be considered original Thai’s with others having migrated from surrounding
countries. The study looked at the architectural styles of vernacular houses of the ethnic groups: Lahu Tribe
representing the hill tribe group, Lao Song Tribe representing the Thai-Lao group, and Thai Sukothai Tribe
representing the Thai Tin group. It was found that a number of factors influence the styles of the architecture
of house construction: namely the environment of the community which affects the ethnic groups’ lifestyles
and the increase of social status, the religious beliefs are also a factor that affects the styles of the
architecture of house construction. The beliefs are divided into two types. The first type is created by the
community aiming to keep the peace and long life of their own ethic group through the belief of ghosts and
morality. This belief is practiced by the Lahu Tribe and the Lao Song Tribe. The style of the architecture for
house construction would be determined by their own spiritual leader. The second type comes from the
community who preserve Buddhism and its traditions with the belief that aims to end suffering (dukkha). This
belief is practiced by Thai Sukothai Tribe. Their styles of the architecture for house construction are in
accordance to work area and the independence in designing space untilisation.

Keywords: Vernacular architecture, Ethnic Groups
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