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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at; 1) exploring and analyzing the characters of Nang Pramothai shadow puppet; 2)
designing the cartoon characters and settings that are harmonized with the current places and times; 3) creating
and developing the 2D animation cartoon of Nang Pramothai “Sangsilapachai”; and 4) examining the audience’s
opinion on the 2D animation cartoon “Sangsilapachai”. The research tools for this study were: 1) an interview
form; 2) the 2D animation cartoon of Nang Pramothai “Sangsilapachai: Phraya Kussarat expels Sangsilapachai and
Singharat”; 3) an evaluation form on the 2D animation’s quality; and 4) a questionnaire form on the audience’s
attitude toward the 2D animation cartoon. Meanwhile, the sample group consisted of the members of a
traditional Nang Pramothai group in Maha Sarakham province named “Sor Samli Pramothai-lao”, whose old
styled shadow puppet show is still being performed today, and 19 3" year students majoring in Folk Music at
College of Music, Mahasarakham University, who currently attended a course “2001 307 Folk Music Ensemble 6”.
In this regard, an interview with the head of Sor Samli Pramothai-lao group, and an analysis on the puppet
characters were purposively conducted to explore the guidance for the favorable designs and colors for the
cartoon characters based on the characteristics of each Pramothai puppet, as well as the design of settings and
props harmonized with story and the current situations for the 2D animation cartoon. In term of the 2D animation
cartoon development, it followed 3 steps including Pre-Production, Production, Post-Production, and Distribution.

The result suggested that:

1. There were 36 characters in Nang Pramothai puppet including heroes, heroines, giants, jokers,
animals, dwellings, vehicles, and plants.

2. In an episode “Phraya Kussarat expels Sangsilapachai and Sinharat”, the story was featured with
12 characters and 5 settings.

3. Based on the evaluation, the experts identically agreed that the 2D animation cartoon of
“Sangsilapachai” is the good-quality animation.

4. The audience’s opinion after watching the 2D animation cartoon of “Sangsilapachai” was totally
rated with high score.

In conclusion, the audience gained positive attitude toward the 2D animation cartoon of
“Sangsilapachai”, which gave the researcher a better understanding of their actual needs. That is, the audience
showed more attention and agreed on that presenting the local performances as the 2D animation cartoon is
very beneficial to a research on Isan local arts and performance. They also suggested that the dialogues and
poems should be adapted and harmonized with the life and culture of people in the modern community.

This can be an effective approach to encourage other researchers to conduct more studies on Isan art and
performance.

Keywords: Nang Pramothai Sangsilapachai 2D animation
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