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ABSTRACT

About 4,000 years ago in the Neolithic period, human ancestors invented the tie-dye technique
called ikat (Mud-Mee) which is the technique producing patterns in hand woven cloths by tying parts of silk
or cotton yarns to create the patterns before dyeing them then using those yarns to weave a piece of cloth.
The local wisdom was used in forming the ikat patterns. In the case of ikat wrap-around cloth called Mee-
Ruat (one step tie dye), the same pattern was designed and utilized repeatedly in the different forms by
setting different directions and sizes of the pattern. It can be done in 2 steps: 1) preparing weft yamns by
stretching them using a yarn tension device, and 2) tie-dyeing. Both steps are related and the local wisdom
regarding the manufacturing concept system was employed. Both steps affected on the formation of ikat
patterns. In summary, preparing the weft yarns of Mee-Lai formed the pattern in the vertical direction
throughout the cloth. However, preparing the weft yarns of Mee-Ruat formed created mirror images or
patterns throughout the cloth. If designers understand the process, it will create new designs.

Keyword: Pattern Ikat handwoven Textiles Thai Traditional Textiles
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