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ABSTRACT

This survey research was designed by using a mixed-methods research methodology. Its
three main objectives were 1) to explore the expected careers and graduate attributes of the
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), 2) to explore the readiness of the private Higher Education
Institutions (HEls) in Thailand in developing its graduates to support AEC, and 3) to analyze the
needs of developing the quality of graduates and to give policy in producing and developing the
graduates to support the AEC free-trade agreement. The research sample consisted of 55 private
HEls. The key informants comprised 55 representatives of the private HEls and five representatives
from the embassies of the countries within the ASEAN community. Three types of research
instruments were included: 1) a document synthesis note, 2) an in-depth interview form, and 3) a
questionnaire. This research was conducted within nine months. The descriptive statistics used in
this research comprised frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean and standard deviation. The
significant research findings were as follows; 1) there were 16 expected careers in AEC shown as a
result. In terms of characteristics of the graduates, the expected graduate attributes in AEC were
divided into three aspects and 26 attributes which consist of (1) cognitive domain: 12 attributes, (2)
affective domain: eight attributes, and (3) psychomotor domain: six attributes, 2) the readiness of
the private HEls in Thailand for developing the bachelor’s degree graduates to support AEC was
49.48 % average; (1) careers: 30.91 %, (2) graduate attributes: 64.34 % Classify by Cognitive domain:
61.82 %, affective domain: 58.86 %, psychomotor domain: 76.6 7%, and (3) activities for graduate
production and development: 53.20 % Classify by Support for learning: 59.40 9%, curriculum: 54.60
%, teaching and learning: 52.60 %, university lecturers and staff: 51.80 %, counseling for careers
and working in AEC: 48 %, and 3) The needs for developing the quality of graduate was divided into
three aspects, prioritized from maximum to minimum weights, consisting of (1) the needs for
career, (2) the needs for activities for graduate production and development, and (3) the needs for
graduate attributes respectively. In addition, there were nine policy recommendations for the
private HEIs executives in producing and developing the AEC graduates.

KEYWORDS: graduate attributes, higher education, ASEAN economic community, needs
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