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ABSTRACT

This descriptive research aimed to study the relationship between ethical behaviors and
the core competencies among 316 registered nurses in Accident and Emergency Department of
community hospitals, Southern Thailand. Indenpent and dependent variables were ethical
behaviors and the core competencies, respectively. The instrument for data collection was self-
report questionnaire. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistic, Pearson’s Product Moment
correlation and linear regression.

The results of this study showed that;

1.The ethical behaviors had a statistically significant positive relationship to the core
competencies of registered nurses in Accident and Emergency Department (r = .522, p< 0.001). The
regression analysis yielded a significant equation with an R squared of 0.27. It was indicated that
27 % of the variance in the core competencies was accounted for by the ethical behaviors. The
prediction equation is Y = 1.74 + 0.57(X), when Y= the core competencies, and X= the ethical
behaviors.

2. The overall mean score of the ethical behaviors of registered nurses in Accident and
Emergency Department was at a high level (X = 4.10, SD=0.46). When divided into each part, the
highest mean score was being honesty (X = 4.33, SD = 0.58). And the lowest score was providing
and promoting safety and quality care (X = 3.97, SD = 0.50).

3.The overall mean score of the core competencies of registered nurses in Accident and
Emergency Department was at a high level (X = 4.11, SD = 0.49). When divided into each part, the
highest mean score was skill in nursing practices (X = 4.22, SD = 0.57). And the lowest score was
competency in problem solving (X = 3.90, SD = 0.66).

The findings proved a crucial impact of the ethical behaviors on the core competencies
suggesting that nursing educators, administrators, and practitioners should be aware of an ethical
issue in nursing. In addition, ethical development program should be promoted among nursing

students and registered nurses.
KEYWORDS: Ethical behaviors, Core competencies in Nursing, Accident and Emergency Department
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