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Abstract

Thakhek old town is a traditional and historical center of the commercial street. The row
houses in this area were built to accommodate commercial and residential activities, possessing
key values in linking the past economic and socio-cultural history with the present. This article was
aimed at studying architectural characteristics of the row houses in Thakhek old town by means of
research and documentary investigations, field survey, observation and interview. The data was
analyzed in terms of architectural features regarding the use of space, facades, materials and
structures. The findings revealed two styles of the row houses: 1) The French colonial style influenced
by the western style mixed with Vietnamese construction techniques — The buildings were
constructed with thick plaster, having gable roof, hipped roof covered with terracotta tiles, corrugated
fiber-cement roof, or zinc roof, and wall stucco decoration. 2) The modern style, with the exterior
form changed with the mainstream trend at that time — The buildings were constructed with
reinforced concrete, half-brick plastered walls, shed roof or low gable roof supported with
ornamental iron and covered with metal sheet, corrugated cement tiles or concrete with no specific
patterns. In terms of building function and the use of space, both styles have a similar floor plan,
i.e., the front rectangular area is parallel to the road with a pillar-to-pillar width of 3.00-4.50 m, a
depth of 16.00-24.00 m, and a height of each floor of 3.50-4.00 m. The first floor is used for
commercial activities and storage, while the upper floor is for living.

The row houses in Thakhek old town are important cultural heritage influenced by
architectural characteristics of France and the United States of America. Their physical elements
are of values and importance in the old town. The information derived from this study forms the
initial step for urban and historical conservation processes. Moreover, the valuable information
obtained will be used as the database for the study of appropriate conservation model of row houses.
The owners of these houses are interested in conservation and most would like to retain the front
facades of the building. They would like relevant organizations to plan the conservation procedures
based on an international approach and process in order to develop the area as a tourism attraction

that links with the Savannakhet old town and Nakhonpanom in Thailand in the future.
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Figure 1 Styles of row houses in historical cities of Lao PDR
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Figure 4 The study area Figure 5 Row house location in Thakhek old town
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Figure 10 The front part and plans of the two-story row houses of the French Colonial style:
Case Study B1 and B2
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Figure 11 Front part and floor plans of the two-story row houses of the French Colonial style:
Case Study B3 and B4
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Figure 12 Characteristics of two-story houses of the French Colonial style: Case Study B5 and B6
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Figure 13 Front part and floor plans of the modern style two-story row houses: Case Study C1 and C2
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Table 2 Decorative elements of the row houses in Thakhek old town

Anwagmsanudsszifosiunihfnuadzuuuuenaniiaumiaes

) = 1 a v
- susbuvunadnyuiiunay s dedld

- sulisnhavhfurunaresinauiuremyuduamaieisviada

AnunigUszguagmiisfinualsuuuuaandaun s

OO0 MDE

L0

- Usgguanaunuiienliuarunidag duuuuandald

anungarraneyutunnusdsdinuangluuuenaniaudSuee

- s =
AIAOOONOnT (2. o

[

- Yuiumnuseiaieuaganis - maaneyuiiu aedszwaduminiioyssgudns

— Y oo ve v
_/ 7 ( OSS - aduliisulassadraveen
)l
A\

- meaeanussiauazyulumiieninuusey wiheg

d3Unan13IeUazaNUIENE

amsAnyianMITesinumeuiondhuen shlisuhlussesianfnumgnaiatuuiiog
aaaAafuvinGe WeldiduiiinvemiemiisesFesnuedu uazsduiinussussnusudsamiisaun
Adanneairenuy szuvansisalan ernsdiinnulazesinsdIft vowTuaa fonAsugRaves
Seshuniulngu vlifnurgnaiistuduiuaunnlasanzuinuaodimesauuitoyduasauy
myd lnonSuaglinsdadionsly asunansfnudnvazyaantinenssuesinungusioanvuun
(3797 3) S8 1) Anuaasuifenguuuuenaniaufama iuiidumhdmiudmouasdrundsogede
maRusunthiivdsaiagy (Arcade) uazinunidestusuuuueoraniieudfaea liiuiduaaenansm
Fenaziing dutuuuduiiinerdndemseda Tasedendiiedgnuuasidumsnnusiinumii
way 2) FnunmaestugUuvuadlud melifuiitudaiiofanssudisuaruims dausuuuuiivnonds

Built Environment Inquiry Journal (BEl): Faculty of Architecture, Khon Kaen University
Volume. 19 No. 2: May - August 2020 | 37



ansrumuamdnanssuvovFninoluduReuTovIMmIuN IBovFIboU asisrusgUssBUINEUS515UA10
Unsnd wruuidlsou e asu AvFNFnsna

SUNSIAIAMTI9I09 Msonsaunau lassasemeunindiumaniagliiiunisnnuas Inefnuaansdne

U
=

TsUwuumsnelamileudu fie MevunuiuluInuy

v a

gnudonnviuundugulss iemansnddysnuimiiaes aud.an Nfmanviosdivuall

o

=

Tne UNESCO (Feilden & Johilehto, 1998) Insiamiginumuuuuoianiaudfaaagosiy iosanfinun:
wiehifnmueusaneTasTsudummmen (Rarity) Tassaduarasdusznaufnunidaiiniuanysal
Hape¥nueuudt (Authenticity) vosanansyuiiu uuuussfesdusumii Ussguazuihsnsunndald
nssgauazdinsnungunsmdniull winauuiduiile (Authenticity in workmanship) 1flesan
Hagtudiesnidsaunuidenudiuglunisvhasaeyuiiumldon Feiunldyuivdisoglums
PRI LagRnuaguilgnssnuysnm (ntegrity) Inefinuniguuuudvisnaniamadulvgdsnsing
dndumnnugs uazesdUszneuifniifieunannduiuuiunlnesveaiedldiuedid aeandosiuundn
999 (Feilden & Johilehto, 1998) ImaﬁﬂLLmEULmummﬁﬂﬂushmﬁaqLLmﬁ fanwaeneandnenssy
pdndsruAnuenivly Wemamszun Womaadesduml Wesasniuurivauazidn ves aud.am
FaRnnnifovesnguinssmdeau Fuamaifiarusingmateateasguuuuoianiaud s
wddahenuiiazinemsaainanunldaisdinuaiwareiaseineg auiailudnvaznmnzvesanlnenssy
yousazHuf

Table 3 Division of interior floor plans and architectural characteristics of the row houses in

Thakhek old town

= J A a < = g a < P g ) |
G]ﬂLLﬂ'N]uLWEJ'JEULLUUG']EU']UQNN?QLFTE‘W mﬂLm’aaaﬂ‘uug‘dLLmemmﬂmJi&ma WﬂLLﬂ?ﬁ@Q‘UUEULLUUﬁﬂE}SLVm
L _I\]_n
| Rool
| TJ |
| | | e
e L i
2 AT
rarar U e i
" o X B, v ¥ A I = DI
JuMumin AHuTUaN  feutuuu |_Bakony
Cl® 2300 40 . —
JUshumin st sUdmih fathuduane  daiuduun
Srydnwel Huftensnsese Hutdnane Huiiinends

mednenmussdudionnmiuen fdnvaurnsndaufiondugudnaiinsdn malneses uae
NMTALUIAL UAIEUALANITToUNY) Tnellidunenuuinneniuuistazidoswnee aelu all.an Wweu
roludsemaienuy uagldidumasniuinsnmuiien 3 wasidunase fnseriudaninuasnuu Jagtu

grudonnivuen Suduniidnuasidedosinunisvensien iliifngsiafiesessuuasliuinig

'
=3

Jnviaaiisd Trnwalrdnuiunilsgnusulsssawiy anfntafuiiad1vnswasinodelrnatedulswsy

Y 9

i $ruems wagiunun lnsdwedariidifinund nddsunlainisidaesiuilinansauiugsia

DNSANSANONAOUASSAASINIUNTE ANUAMUINENSSIUAMENS  UMSNenaduouiinu
38 1UA 19 auui 2 waumAy - dvmAl Us:od 2563



Architectural Characteristic of Row Houses in Thaknek Old Town of Khammouane Province, Lao’s People Democratic Republic
Pakorn Pattananurot and Suthon Khongsaktrakun

wavasanusaiioy uidinssnugusimunifnualifidnvasnuld feiduanuneewluniseysnvennis
Bowiu feduiiolffnunvariinuruazanuddlugiuusy fRmansuisd Wvesfinun i
AaoAIuVUIsuiAgITesenilewiuen mssaufudaiidedmuaniuaueinsiionisoying
wazvuImsUiuUssanmwIndey sruvansisylan maduwhsmdssimisinsey weduasy
msvteaisrmelugudlodusisil

naANssNUTTNA

uneuidudunilwesnidoFes mssyintormsiiuendnualveadon edeslewms
viouflgaiuililue fandnuasnunnagziilowiuen urasdahu @ul.an) Sdfunsatuaunuimadean
wmIngaemalulagsvasnadaiu Ysudsean 2558

References

Atipattayakul, C. (2019). The Building Style Colonial in Northeast of Thailand. (in Thai) [Udon
Thani Rajabhat University Journal of Humannities and Social Science]. 8 (2), 1-22.

Anolac, V. (2002). kansuksa n@&othang kan‘anurak yan prawattisat nai mrang kdrant suksa mirang
kaotha kha&k khwang khammuan satharanarat prachathipatai prachachon Lao. (in Thai)
[Towards the conservation of historic quarter in inner city: A case study of Tha Khek
distric, Khammuane province, Lao PDR] (Unpublished master’ thesis (Urban and Regional
Planning)). Ladkrabang: King Mongkut” S institute of Technology Ladkrabang, Bangkok.

Chaimanee, A. (2016). phatthanakan khong mirang lae riipb&p sathapattayakam nailtiang phra
bang phaitai ‘itthiphon tawantok nai yuk ‘ananikhom. (in Thai) [Urban development and
architectural topologies in Luang Prabang under the Western influences during the
period of colonial state]. Academic Journal: Faculty of Architecture. Khon Kaen
University. 15 (2), 33-52.
Chanjanasthiti, P. (2009). kan‘anurak moradok sathapattayakam lee chumchon. (in Thai)
[Conservation of architecture and community heritage]. Bangkok: Chulalongkorn.
Chulasai, B., Povatong, P., Sirithanawat C., Subsook S., Jhearmaneechotechai, P., Fusinpaiboon, C.,
Chaloeytoy, K., & et al. (2014). mgradok watthanatham Thai Lao song fang khong:
sathapattayakam tht dai rap ‘itthiphon tawantok. (in Thai)[Mekhong riverside cultural
heritages of Thailand-Laos: Architecture with Western influence]. Bankok: Research
funding.

Day tours in Hanoi. (2010). Old Quarter Hanoi. [Online]. Retrieved fromhttps://daytourshanoi.
com/guide/old-quarter-hanoi/

Department of Architecture. (1995). wiwatthanakan thiyt‘asai khw@ng khammian. (in Thai) [The

evolution of Khammouane housing]. Vientiane: Nation University of Laos.

Built Environment Inquiry Journal (BEI): Faculty of Architecture, Khon Kaen University
Volume. 19 No. 2: May - August 2020 39



ansrumuamdnanssuvovFninoluduReuTovIMmIuN IBovFIboU asisrusgUssBUINEUS515UA10
Unsnd wruuidlsou e asu AvFNFnsna

Evans, G. (2006). History in Laos Central Asian countries. Bangkok: Silk vermicelli.

Feilden, B. M. & Johilehto, J. (1998). Management Guidelines for World Cultural Heritage Site
(2" ed.). Rome: ICCROM UNESCO ICOMOS.

Hall, D.G.E. (1983). A History of South East Asia. London: Macmillan.

Hanoi Ancient Quarter Management Department. (n.d.) The 36 Guild Streets area Hanoi’s Ancient
Quarter: Historic Centre of the City’s Prosperity. Japan: Institute of International Culture.

ICOMOS and the Authors. (1993e). 15. UNESCO- Recommendation concerning the safeguarding
and contemporary role of historic areas. Historic Towns. Sri Lanka: The State Printing
Corporation.

Lao National Committee. (2002).‘anurak kap kanphatthana laang phra bang mirang moradok (k.
(in Thai) [Conservation and development of Luang Prabang World heritage city].
Vientiane: Lao National Commission.

Luangphasi, D. (1992). prawattisat Lao khwéang khammian. (in Thai) [History of Laos,
Khammouane district]. Khammouane: Young people.

Lynch, K. (1960). The image of the city. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Maiaunya. (2010). Colonial Style. Retrieved from https://maiaunyo. files.wordpress.
com/2010/09colonialarch02.jpg

Maphill. (2011). Gray Simple Map of Khammouane. Retrieved fromhttp://www.maphill.com/laos/
khammouane/simple-maps/gray-map/

Mixay, S., Lafont, P. B., Glendinning, A., Engelhardt, R. A, Greck, F., Glendining, A., Rampon, L., &
et al. (2004). Luang Phabang an Architectural Journey. Vientiane: Ateliers de la
Peninsule.

Peerapun, P. (2010). kotbat lee mattrathan rawang prathét thi kieokhong kap kan‘anurak mirang.
(in Thai) [Internationnal charters and standards relating to urban conservation]. Research
Journals and material Architecture/Urban Planning (JARS). Faculty of Architecture and
Uban Planning. 7 (1), 1-10.

Phusanan, W. (1996). thekndloyt kankd “a‘it nai satsanakhan ‘akhan phak ‘asai lee ‘akhan phanit
korani suksa: nong khar nakhon phanom Mukdahan lee yaso thon. (in Thai) [Technology in
brick masonry for religious building and commercial building case study: Nong Khai,
Nakhon Phanom, Mukdaharn and Yasotorn]. Khon Kaen: Faculty of Architecture Khon
Kaen University.

Pimolsathein, Y. (2013). praden wikrit rirang kan‘anurak chumchon prawattisat nai mirang samrap
prath&t Thai. (in Thai) [Critical issues on the conservation of historic community for
Thailand]. Gables: About the Historic Architecture and Architecture Journal, 9 (1),
101-119.

DNSANSANONAOUASSAASINIUNTE ANUAMUINENSSIUAMENS  UMSNenaduouiinu
40 1A 19 auun 2 wnumAy - domAl Ussod 2563



Architectural Characteristic of Row Houses in Thakhek Old Town of Khammouane Province, Lao’s People Democratic Republic
Pakorn Pattananurot and Suthon Khongsaktrakun

Singyabuth, S. (2010). l@ang phra bang mirang mgradok ok ratchathant h@&ng khwam song ¢ham
lee phntht phithikam nai kras& okaphiwat. (in Thai) [Luang Prabang the world cultural
heritage : Memories of royal city, ritual space and globalization]. Bangkok: Saytan.

Srikeaw, T. (2015). laksana thang sathapattayakam khong yan tukth@o mirang kaonakhon phanom.
(in Thai) [Architectural characteristics of row house in Nakhon Phanom old town]
(Unpublished master’” Thesis (Architecture)). Khon Kaen: Khon Kaen University.

Suchaya, C. (2009). kan‘anurak murang. (in Thai) [Urban conservation]. Bangkok: Department of
Urban Design and Planning Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University.

Sukporn, C. (2015). kan wikhro ripb&@p sathapattayakam si mo‘T san thi dai rap ‘itthiphon ¢hak
changyaan. (in Thai) [National Academic Conference “Paradigm Architecture” 2015].
Bangkok: Faculty of Architecture Silpakorn University.

Teerasasawat, S. (2009). ¢hakkrawatniyom ntra m@&nam khang. (in Thai) [Imperialism over the
Mekong River]. Special art and culture. Bangkok: Matichon.

Temtananan, P. (2011). kan ph&m prasitthiphap kanchai s&ng thammachat samrap ‘akhan phanit
praphét tukth&o. (in Thai) [Increasing Daylight Performance of Typical Shophouses]
(Unpublished master’ thesis (Architecture)) .Thammasat University, Pathum Thani.

The Australian National University. (2017). Loas Base. [Online]. Retrieved July 26, 2019, Retrieved
from http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/mapsonline/base-maps/lacs-base

Walalipohom, S. (2010). phak tawan‘ok kap kansuksa prawattisat thongthin. (in Thai) [Heretic view:
Grography-Landscape Tang Ban Paeng Muang]. Bangkok: Ancient City.

Built Environment Inquiry Journal (BEI): Faculty of Architecture, Khon Kaen University
Volume. 19 No. 2: May - August 2020 41



Built Environment Inquiry Journal (BEI): Faculty of Architecture, Khon Kaen University
215815 FIUINFONATSAFS1ARANY AeANIUNYNSSNANFRS NKIINY1FYDWLLAW





