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ABSTRACT

The urban inequality study in megacities has been thoroughly discussed over causes and
symptoms, specifically addressing around the context of Bangkok Extended Metropolitan Region
(BEMR). Having been limited by previous studies, however, the researcher attempt to briefly elucidate
implying inequality causes and consequences within Thailand’s megacity circumstance. Any megacity
has inheritably changed overtime. On one hand, it is a geo-economic correlation which fabricates
with the international context, termed as ‘global city’, a capitalism gateway operating upon a terrain

of national geography, On the other hand especially in highly-centralized context as in Thailand,
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it consolidates economic-spatial landscape by pervasively urban sprawl. The researcher has
encapsulated the causes of urban inequality that generates great impacts to the urban poor residents,
comprising of three issues. First, the inequality of the rights to the city associates with land and
housing acquisition. Also, it includes cultural rights of place-based neighborhoods which has freely
been commoditized and has generated inequality to the local residents from greater market players.
Second, it is the inequality of economic opportunity. Free market system has disenfranchised the
urban poor into a fair economic competition. Hence, the invasion into public spaces, the only
spaces being accessible by the poor, reflects the symptoms of urban economic inequality. Third,
the inequality of political inaccessibility implies the limit to share and to participate in the urban

development process, from decision-making to implementing level.
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Keywords: Mega-urban region, Urban inequality, Region, Bangkok
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