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Abstract

Dhammayut Sect of Buddhism and Christianity were introduced to Ubon Ratchathani during
the years 1851-1930. The centers of both religions were established not so far apart from each
other. The church of Mary Immaculate had been rebuilt several years before the construction of
the new ordination hall (sim) of Wat Supattanaram monastery. The investigation of the architectural
designs and the meaning of building elements will be an important part in the clearer understanding
of these architectures and their contexts. This study was aimed to compare the changes of the
ordination hall and the church of Mary Immaculate in the historical context of Ubon Ratchathani
by interpretation through the architecture design, decorative elements, symbols in architecture,
and the conveyance of the semiotics meanings. The result indicates that the ordination hall of
Wat Supattanaram monastery is situated at an auspicious location above the tides of River Mun.
It represents the influence of Bangkok architectural style and local characters. The church, on the
contrary, was situated on lowland which local people believed was a jungle of fever and a haunted
place. The first church building was constructed by applying the local house style. With the later
security in terms of manpower and money, the new church was built by using modern materials
and techniques of the western architectural style and was larger when compared to the local
building. This came with the policy of scientific religious dissemination, showing the overcoming of
traditional beliefs of that area. During the same period, the old ordination hall of Wat Supattanaram
was in a state of dilapidation. The Abbot Maha Wirawong hence constructed a new ordination hall
in a larger size, by having an architect from Bangkok designing and supervising the construction. Its
style is an integration of Thai and western architecture with local decoration. The change occurring
at the ordination hall of Wat Supattanaram and the Christian church of Mary Immaculate
demonstrated the competition for popularity of the local religions through architectural works, the
symbols of decorating elements, interior functions and the change of size as well as religious

dissemination that attempted to bring modernity to the city of Ubon Ratchathani.
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1853 Construction of the first ordination hall of Wat Supattanaram - no photos available

1864 Conflicts between the Governor of Ubon Ratchathani and a French surveyor

1917-1930 Construction of the second ordination hall of Wat Supattanaram

1881 October 17, 1881 Christianity arrived in Ubon Ratchathani; the first Church was constructed.
1898 January 16, 1898 The second Church was constructed.

1898 The period and scope of architectural works under the study

Figure 1 The period the study was conducted, 1898-1930
Sources: (Bottom left, Bottom right) Adjusted from Diocese of the County Ubon Ratchathani, 2014, p. 228
(Top right) Ancient photograph of the Wat Supattanaram Sim-Local Information Section of Academic Service

Office, Ubon Ratchathani University http://www.esanpedia.oar.ubu.ac.th/esaninfo/?p=21
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(Scope of study) (Topic) (Methodology)
Relations between the ordination hall | History, politics, and - Analysis of historical development
of Wat Supattanaram and the church of religions Movement of religions
Mary Immaculate - Formation of religious buildings based on society,

politics, religions and the change of administration

Symbols conveying meanings through - Analysis of relationship of the formation of
architectural decoration architectural changes

Analysis of symbols present in the styles | Architectural works - Analysis of the relationship context of the areas
of elements in architectural works in related to architectural building and architectural
order to interpret semiotics meanings elements:

- Plans, sizes, proportions
- Interior functions

- Elements and decoration

Figure 2 Analytical chart comparing the religious buildings-between Mary Immaculate Church and
the ordination hall of Wat Supattanaram
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Figure 3 Boundaries of Wat Supattanaram and Church of Mary Immaculate, the former waterway

of Ubon Ratchathani moat (Adjusted from Google map)

Sources: (Left) Adjusted from Diocese of the County Ubon Ratchathani, 2014, p. 28
(Middle) Academic Service Office, Ubon Ratchathani University, http://www.esanpedia.oar.ubu.ac.th/
picture/?p=492
(Right) Photograph of the former church, a copy from the Royal Temple
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Figure 4 The first building of the church (1881)
Source: Diocese of the County Ubon Ratchathani, 2014, pp. 26-27
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Figures 5, 6 (Left and right) The second building of the church
Source: Diocese of the County Ubon Ratchathani, 2014, p. 28
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Figure 7 Floor plan of Kamphaeng Kaew Wall area, Sima Archway, A Chinese doll at

Wat Supattanaram
Source: Thongklom, 2013: p.142
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Figures 8-11 Lanka-style pagoda symbols at the front gable, head of pole, Naga head, elements

seen from sideway of the ordination hall, Wat Supattanaram
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door and window, outside corridor passage of the ordination hall, Wat Supattanaram
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Figures 16-18 Stairway, foundation elements, lion sculpture and corridor passage of the

ordination hall, Wat Supattanaram
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