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Tai Village: The Huean Tai Context and Architectural Tourism
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were study Tai villages in context of vernacular houses in Laos,
Myanmar, Thailand and integrate knowledge to promote architectural tourism in variety of
dimensions to be more interesting. Study method included a literary review on Tai villages. Study
of aerial photography, survey and interview for understanding of local wisdom on settlements.
Analysis to selection of villages. Data synthesis the knowledge of Tai villages. 2 major aspects:
1) Tai villages were based on village settlement wisdom in relation to topographical features
comprising high mountains, water sources and limited amount of plains areas. Location had to go
along with agrarian lifestyle and reflected their concern of animistic folk belief as well as Buddhist
beliefs. 3 villages in Laos, problems due to lack of convenient travel routes and necessary facilities.

However, beautiful impression could be derived from people, way of life and temple architecture.
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In Myanmar 5 villages seemed to be the most ready for architectural tourism, having an attractive
natural environment with elaborate architectural features of both temples and houses. In Thailand
3 villages appeared to be well equipped in terms of management and tourism facilities.
Tai identity clearly remained in people’s lifestyle and culture even though architecture of temple
and houses. 2) Context of integration of knowledge on architectural tourism could be developed
in such a way that Tai village context involved multi-dimensional features to enhance vernacular

architectural tourism.
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