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Tai Houses in the Mekong Region: Thailand, Laos, Myanmar
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ABSTRACT

The study focused on comparing the vernacular houses in the Tai communities in
Chiang Tung of Myanmar, Chiang Hon of Xaiburi in Laos PDR, and those in Chiang Rai, Payao and
Nan Provinces of Thailand. The comparative study included area plans, house plans, form, shape
and decoration of the ethnic Tai habitats: what the similarities and the differences are. The findings
showed a relationship and connection in many aspects and dimensions, but they were not all in
the same pattern or of the same components in every group. For example, the overall
characteristics in all groups of houses ranged from high above the ground, mostly with triangle or
gable roofs and having a hex sign or taleo, a loosely woven object of bamboo strips to ward off

bad omens. This was due to sharing the same cultural roots. However, there were different aspects
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in the house style due to the differences in lifestyle, location, topography, climate, degree of
progress, and so on. The few traditional Tai houses that remained resulted from the conservation
concept or process such as the house of Mrs. Saengda or some model houses or those newly built
after the conventional style like those at Ban That Sopwaen and Ban Sri Donchai. However, in
Chiang Tung and Xaiburi, there seemed to be no clear conservation concept going on, so the
traditional houses existed naturally as they were not affected much by negative factors like social,
economic and materialistic progress. This made them have a greater concentration of
conventional Tai houses and atmosphere. Thus, their local architecture was more apparent than

it was in Thailand.
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