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The Study of Procedures for Designing, Producing and Developing Ubon’s

Ancient Gold Jewelry through the Participatory Action Research Process
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Abstract

The purposes of this research are (1) to study the history of ancient
goldwork from the past to the present (2) to develop Ubon’s ancient goldwork
into an contemporary one, and (3) to publicize the ancient goldwork of Ubon
Ratchathani. The samples of this study are goldsmiths.

This qualitative participatory action research has been conducted
through the study of related literature and fieldwork, using in-depth interviews,
focus groups, questionnaires, forum, tape-recording, note-taking, photographing

and descriptive analysis presentation.
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It was found that Ubon’s goldwork had been firstly, developed in the

early Rattanakosin

era. It was the combination of Thai and Khmer arts of ancient goldwork. Through

the development of contemporary goldwork from ancient goldworking wisdom,

two kinds of contemporary gold jewelry were developed: goldwork near the

Mun River and ancient-pattern goldwork.

The results of the study led to the improvement of Ubon’s ancient

gold jewelry. Some examples of Ubon’s ancient goldwork were also publicized

via cable TV, a forum and an exhibition. Moreover, a follow-up survey was car-

ried out on people’s satisfaction and attitudes towards Ubon’s ancient goldwork.

The results were positive.
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Keywords: Ubon Ratchathani’s Ancient Gold Jewelry, Ubon Ratchathani’s Ancient GoldSmiths
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