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Abstract

The rural area in the North eastern Thailand has been rapidly changed
due to the country’s various developments, thus, the residents need to adjust
their life accordingly. This research addresses the emerging concerns in the lifestyle
alterations and aspires to develop fitting concepts and designs for suitable houses
for the rural areas. The designs would be residential prototypes that conform to
the environmental, economic and socio-cultural factors affecting Thai population
nowadays.

The research aims to explore the various aspects of rural residences in
the upper part of the northeastern region, i.e. Loei, Nong Bua Lamphu, Nong Khai,
Udon Thani, Sakol Nakorn and Nakorn Phanom. The study on the evolution of rural
houses included the analysis of relevant documents, field surveys, interview, direct
observation, focus group meetings, workshops and architecture design competition
on houses in rural areas.

To perceive the direction of changes in the present context, the research
examined the inhabitants’ attitudes, lifestyles, social norms in spatial usage, values
in furniture and construction materials choosing, both in the tradition and contem-
porary houses.

The study reveals that behaviors of rural inhabitants in the upper northeast-
ern region still distinctively related to the agricultural lifestyle. While the attitude on
design and types of construction materials has been changed, the rural residents
still keep their social values through the meaningful usage of the principal area in
their home. The research findings were integrated into a design of houses for the
rural area of the upper northeastern Thailand. The design was emphasized on the
flexibility of the functional spaces that can be adjusted to suit the families’ social
and financial situations. Local and industrial materials are used for the construction.
Moreover, the design is to be tropical climate responsive with local identity and

can be related to the contemporary lifestyle in the rural area.

AENARY : UIUTUUY FauiudY Luuneadeiiuy ANpdauneuUy
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