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ABSTRACT

This research studies the development of living museum in Nathon Area
in Samui Island. Nathon area is an old district of Chinese immigrant with historical
significance, existing lifeway, activities and architecture. However, the identity and
social life of the area is declining, therefore, the local authorities and peoples would
like to revitalize and conserve the community by developing a living museum.
The objectives are 1) to identify the identical characteristics, problems and needs
of the community and, 2) to provide guidelines for living museum development
in Nathon area. The method is based on participant observation by surveying
physical and social life of the community and conducting focus groups and public
participation with local people and authorities. The findings reveal the identical
characteristics including tangible and intangible heritages. Tangible heritages are

old Chinese community environment and buildings while intangible heritages are
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tales, stories, lifeway, beliefs, culture and tradition which have been transmitted

through generations. The development of living museum includes the compilation

of several data including community mapping, handbook of history and manage-

ment of place, people and resources. The development process of living museum

includes surveying the characteristics, identifying problems and needs, presenting

the data and getting feedback from communities and local authorities, summariz-

ing and establishing the guidelines for living museum. This research suggests that

the process should be done by the support of local people, local authorities and

government parties relating the community tourism.
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