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ABSTRACT

This article aims to explain a status of academic outputs in vernacular house study in the
northeast or “Isan” of Thailand. The review of this article is based on 112 samples of academic
outputs published during 1984-2015 A.D,, i.e. texts, research reports, articles, conference papers
and theses, then to present all analyzed data by description and mapping in order to demonstrate
an overview and a substiantial of study from the past till now. The results have shown that during
a few decades the academic outputs have been gradually developed in terms of a variety of
contents and increasing number of works. There is the vernacular house study throughout the Isan
Region and some related areas in Lao PDR. The vernacular houses of various ethnic groups are the
interested topics of study for most scholars. There are various study approaches which can be
categorized into 7 main contents, namely vernacular house formation, conservation, building
technology, development, characteristic, spatial study and transdisciplinary. In addition, overall
objectives of vernacular house study can be characterised into 4 main points: (1) to express the
value and importance of study; (2) to conserve and inherit as a cultural heritage; (3) to accumulate
the knowledge and findings; and (4) to promote an interdisciplinary study. The outcome of this
aritcle is useful as the database for search, reference and development of proper research topic

and research question for anyone interested in vernacular house study in the northeast of Thailand.
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