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ABSTRACT

Vernacular rowhouses in historic urban landscape of Lopburi Province were situated along
the Lopburi River. Such area was considered commercial zone during the reign of King Narai due to
the location where rivers met. It was not only for trade, but also transportation, which still played

important roles in Rattamakosin Period. Vernacular rowhouses were constructed for both residential
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and commercial purposes. Due to the evidences, wooden vernacular rowhouses were found in the
old days, then masonry buildings came to replace. This directly related to social and economic
status of the city when railways came in 1897. In other words, construction materials like iron and
cement were brought to the city. Hence, rivers played less important roles. In addition, when the
central government initiated Paholyothin Road and the Asian Highway, as well as the dam at
Maneecholkhan Temple, transportation and trade via rivers seemed to end their roles. However,
market still played significant role as the trade centre for communities. At the same time, modern
shophouses were introduced by Field Marshal PlaekPibulsongkram, the Prime Minister who aimed

to develop Lopburi Province as the centre for Thai economy, society, and army.
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