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Dynamics of House Styles in the Northeast of Thailand
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ABSTRACT

The Northeast of Thailand or “Isan” is a region with a diversity of house styles which was
referred as the cultural products of the house building by various ethnic groups who settled in the
region, as well as adapting by the influences from outside the region. This article aims to describe
a dynamic of house styles in this region. The methodology is to explore the house styles from
historical documents and field research of 35 sampling sites throughout the region.

The results showed that the pursuit of plentiful settlements, an administrative reform of

the nation, war threatening effects and urbanization process are vital factors influencing the
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dynamics of house styles during the last few centuries. The existing house styles can be categorized
from the formation factors and chronological order into 4 main groups; (1) the traditional
vernacular styles of ethnic groups (appeared since 1750s), (2) the applied western styles (appeared
during 1880-1930s), (3) the applied Isan style and central region styles (appeared during 1930-1940s)
and (4) the contemporary styles (appeared since 1950s). In addition, the house styles appeared
before 1950 A.D. have decreased rapidly, and were replaced by the contemporary-style houses
those of which are more favorable today. It is recommended that there should be a concern of
architectural heritage value and their historical importances of house styles that were built through

the different periods of time.
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