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The Value of Korat House towards the Attitude of Occupant
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ABSTRACT

The changing of the economy and society at present has an effect on the existing state
Korat Houses. The vernacular architecture which represents the identity of people in Nakorn
Ratchasima are decreasing and deteriorating. Whereas some Korat people still reside in their Korat

Houses and modify them to suit their contemporary way of living. The article aims to study the
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occupant’s attitude toward Korat Houses in related aspects, such as suitability for daily life,
environment, economy and society, consciousness of value and significance, as well as value in
house construction at present. The methodology of this study are observation, photography,
interview with the occupants whom live or used to live in Korat Houses that locate in Phraphoeng
village, Sanoi village and Nok-Ok village of Nok-Ok district, Amphur Pakthongchai, Nakorn
Ratchasima province, then the qualitative data analysis, interpretation and conclusion. The survey
found that many occupants think Korat Houses are appropriate for their daily life, environment,
economy and society nowadays. But there are some inconvenience because of dilapidation, such
as deterioration of materials, destruction by termite, water leakage, flood, and etc. However, many
occupants still perceive value and the significance of their Korat Houses in different ways. For
example, they have an attachment, cherish and self-consciousness of continuation. Besides, there
are the differences of opinion on house construction value among the elder and younger
generation, as well as the factors that influence their attitude about appreciation of contemporary
house construction. As a consequence, the occupant’s attitude is the main factor that affects the
existing state of Korat Houses. Therefore, the preservation of vernacular architecture should place
importance on the attitude of the residents and the academic practice simultaneously in order to
achieve a sustainable development aim.
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