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ABSTRACT

The construction of Phra Maha Chedi, tremendous stupa in Thai society had been pause
for many decades since the late 25th Buddhist Era. The changes of contemporary society influenced
the idea of construction. In the 26th Buddhist Era, Phra Maha Chedi was established again under
the new circumstance of Thai society. The objective of this study was to investigate the belief of
the establishment of Phra Maha Chedi in the early 26" century Buddhist of Luang Pu Man Bhuridatta,
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which had never been appeared in Thai society before, especially in the capital city and
neighbourhoods. The Buddhist traditional comparison between the case of Phra TuTungka Chedi
in 1960 and Phra Wiriya Mongkon Maha Chedi Sri Rattanakosin in 1975 in term of meaning was
employed to use as a methodology.

The result of this study was found that social changes influenced on the idea of the
establishment of Phra Maha Chedi whose pattern was improved based on the old tradition as well
as new construction was created. Apparently, the transition of worship and belief affected the
pattern of sacred place’s usage. In addition, this idea became the symbol of forest monk and led

to the idea of establish Chedi (stupa) subsequently.
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