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ABSTRACT

Public space is a critical element of the city which promotes and supports quality and
diversity of life. To enhance understanding of the concept of urban public space requires
integrated perspectives from various fields: architecture, urban design, social sciences, history, and
geography. This study aims to examine theories concerning with the concept of publicness of urban
space from physical dimensions.

The study finds interesting points of variously significant thoughts from many thinkers such
as Arendt’s public sphere (1958), which lies in a place of civil expression. Habermas (1989)
moreover mentioned that social change produces a new kind of public sphere that is produced by
free communication technology that reduces and destructs the democratization of the physical
public space of spatial reality. This technological phenomenon constantly results in loss publicness
and quality of public life on public space. Considering the current context, public life relates to
dialectics of ‘public’ and ‘private’ on a public space. According to the concept of the public and
the private on public space, Benn and Gaus Gaus (1983) proposed the remarkable model concept
to distinguish differences between public and private spaces with three conditions: access, agency,
and interest.

The study result finds out that a key definition of publicness concerns with dialectical
relationships between the public and the private on physical public space. Being publicness of
space could consider criteria of access, agency, and interest on a public space which cooperate

with social space as another factor, in order to generate public space in a contemporary city.
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