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ABSTRACT

Within 22 years, Thailand has rapidly turned into senior societies and needs appropriate
welfares for seniors. Most of the Thai seniors have spent their self-reliant lifestyles in agricultural,
in rural areas. Therefore, connective potentials of physical environments are vitally significant for
seniors’ performance of everyday lifestyles. This paper aims to analyze seniors’ life-spaces and their
boundaries in Thai rural areas, and to compare physically environmental networks in terms of
morphological, social, and cultural differences. The research hypothesis is based on that
morphological difference of the community affects attributes of the environmental networks for
seniors’ connectivity in rural areas. The research employed mixed research methods—interviews,
observations, and surveys on physical networks—on which two characteristic settlements were
selected: clustering and sprawling. The results show that key elements of seniors’ life-spaces lie in
relative and neighboring residences, temples, retails, and agricultural areas, as well as local
hospitals. Pedestrian networks, in turn, play important roles for seniors’ connectivity within their
communities in a range of 0.2-1 kilometer and social interactions. Moreover, communal
morphology has effects on intimate social interactions and physical networks’ elements such as
pavilions along streets in the clustering community as communally gathering places. In conclusion,
the structure of physical connectivity of Thai rural seniors is correlated to communal morphology,

social interactions, economic conditions, and public health services.
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