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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine two main aspects of architectural identity of the Chanthaboon
waterfront community: its unique architecture and local people’s perception of that identity. The
research tools comprise a literature review, field studies, a physical survey, structured-interviews
and questionnaires. The scope of the study includes architectural designs, materials, colors used

and the atmosphere created by the buildings’ physical appearance. The targets of the study
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included buildings by the Chanthaburi River, senior shop owners and tourists. There are four main
suggestions resulting from the study as follows; first, natural patterns such as gingerbread or delicate,
flower vine pattern, sunbeams pattern and geometric patterns, such as rectangular square, crossover
square and arch should be incorporated into interior designs. Secondly, original colors and tones of
materials should be retained. Thirdly, natural materials and texture should be preserved as much
as possible. Finally, the style of the shops should reflect the Colonial or Sino-Portuguese style of
old local community shops. The research results can be employed in guidelines for interior design

to help promote the identity of the Chanthaboon Waterfront Community.
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