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ABSTRACT

Turkey-China Relations: From the Uyghur Issue to a Strategic

Partnership under New Silk Road and Constructive Engagement

Turkey-China relations have experienced some setbacks and have
been hampered by the fact that both were at the opposing side of the Cold
War. Moreover, their relationship has been complicated by the Uyghur is-
sue, who Turkey considers as “Turk ethnic brethren” having close cultural
and linguistic links with Turkey. Turkey has accused China of violating
human rights and committing genocide against Uyghurs. China has also
accused Turkey of supporting Uyghur's separatist movement in Xijiang
province. However, presently, they are pursuing rapid development in a
positive direction and have entered a new period of enhanced coopera-
tion between the two countries especially after China proposed its “Belt
and Road Initiative project in 2013, with the hope to elevate relations to a
higher level, i.e. to that of a strategic partnership. China considers Turkey
as a crucial link in the Silk Road economic belt connecting China, Asia and
Europe on an overland route. Turkey also desires to have closer relations
with China for its political and economic prospects, especially after facing
the greatest diplomatic crisis with the United States in recent years. But
how can China-Turkey relations grow despite differences over the Uyghur
issue, and how can Turkey, who plays an important role in Muslim World,
develop a strategic relationship of cooperation with China while continuing
its support for Uyghur, or will Turkey abandon Uyghur
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in favor of China’s investment? This article aims to present a historical
background and analyze the development of relations between Turkey and
China in their attempt to forge a strategic partnership through “Belt and
Road Initiative”. The study also analyzes the change of Turkey’s approach
towards China over the Uyghur issue through what can be described as
“Constructive Engagement”

Keywords: Turkey-China Relations, New Silk Road, Uyghur Issue,
Strategic Partnership, Constructive Engagement
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RiRrielopl]

fnsfindounfmilsiivnaulafie sewietudl 20 fueeu - 4 ganau
2010 wswihlkgiiviminisidesszninesemaiinisyuilasuseeiide
6‘1"1ﬁ’fgimsﬂ,uﬂ%’jﬂﬁmﬁlﬁ%zﬁuvﬁ']é’mé’aEJ fafundusniisuillonasiudeu
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Tuszminafidufunsllauunian (Gaza) edaounutleiassu
uywessadlvituranigily . 2010 yiliSeudedin 19 seludunuiu
fyrifnei 9 318 Srdwalienuduiusnsitudanioafaaavinanniy
Tuvauzfituiinisuansifidaausnemsussanudasieassadame Jadu
LwaNaiﬁmﬁL%m?ma'aLﬂéaaﬁuiau%mmmuﬁ@aﬁLaa (Karen Kaya, 2013)
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msfindounaiisafniulutiiing funnidadudonlevemsssine
vostimmemiedeuuaa iinsdunmsusuauduiusiatuiuanu
waz@iFe Tunanfeafufiviuiiedoniudasion ovmeiviling funnddn
Tesithdeonvinsnnes fusnuasBuaindnuliiliulindadnsely el
pzTunnidufnadeulsuigvesmstuntumsznsaiviifivse fussuouiu
nsdlnindesvesdnimeiiaiiulidn lnodeimsAliltdmnevesianges
usu ludeuliquiou A, 2010 fslmafuuAausladnydnsuly
MsUszuanzauinIEuAsavsered ilnAadymiluaudsiusiy
ansge uazglsvegrann auduiinaniuiing fusnlidensiluuds (Karen
Kaya, 2013) mmé’mﬁuééqﬁi’jzgmwﬁfﬂmm?fuLﬁ'amﬁﬁ{]iymﬁ’uaamLaamﬂ
nsdinslauAiFeussmynduensadailinaanud
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drthdadudimilvesszuulesiuivunsvesnlaniidwungddaee
nsreAuTULsvesEanil lnsanzegnduielesiuglsuainnislaud
Y9398%I W (The Guardian, 2011) wenaintl MnnseURTUVBIMANITAl
91mSuaU3s (Arab Spring) lathlugmsiuaeuudasuleuieviseanuduius
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nslauAvesdite aunshtiuTeselvuliudanassuudvunisunviosm

(patriot missile)

Tu a.a. 2013 AsAuazdasioaldBunsrurunsusumudusiusudn
A%t uteserinamsRfuansse fe uaztuaina.a. 2010 FuRdldlFsudy
TA5mANsHNgaNN1aMS13e Anatolian Eagle dniae ogslsinnu wiiin
%u%bﬂé’%’uL%aﬁﬂLas;lLwiﬁgaaawﬁzmmﬁé’qﬁmwm'suuamwmimuau 9
seld Tneianzlunsisvesnesinerna Snsieufeuiuvosndiseming
nesTIawERIUsENA

fedu aounsalomiuauidadumamsniddgivhlnsisuansse
vhanlnddafunniulunisaduayungused s §a Saia lurme
WweatunsinuIudmeuduiusiuluszdulsnd msesinausslevlsuiu
vianeiiAlagianzegnidalasens “nilauay wiladune” (One Belt One Road
OBOR #i0311558n71 Belt and Road Initiatives-BRI) visauwatdun1anglvailvg
du¥umsdnmnaun (Sitk Road Economic Belt) Uszs1uiduf & Jufis Usznie
53 EuuudunsAlmimeuniidlotuil 7 fugieu ae. 2013 vasiiums
Houndnanu Tnedauidenleafulssmaidanuuuadunsans v
laun dude wWosldy Useinaluuauglsy uagmuaymsomsu mesulug
IENaN EnzIuan (Mriusannan’) asld wazieWens Tuoenidesls
ogdlsfinu dgmaviuyveruuazmuiondouresmgenifiusngluiiui
doigniguiaiunsshunniuides Mluterimelusuduiugseming
nsnfuIuegereiilos
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pziupannatlut e msuaUssazuan1salniee) Tunisillesseninsuseina
suihluglymanudianisnseninaiu ‘1'71'5%ﬁmﬁav‘iﬂﬁmﬁﬁumﬁuﬁﬁmgu
otsdadounsiunniu auvmuesliymanuduiusseninegsituansys g
mangUsens Tnsenaagutssiudymmndng dil

1) ponfunildluiusiingddyuosansy lumslaududasia nvi
falvinsaduayunguinesEnenuguiangusie udiileansgn atfuayuuas
AnonyslunumiieUndesUssvivuiaia ¥seiseniinguAsa YPG (People
Protection Units - YPG) lufi3s demsfiuesinguilifiunguianssiefifuse
somnusiuasem i natlduansaalsnelanansnsaualianiya dadule
TagldeniAtn YPG videns udanis Adnsineysiilagdrviniieliade
ﬂfj@J‘ﬁﬂ@ﬁWUL@qLLawiaﬁﬁ’Uﬂajm%’g@aamw‘%a naulewea (Islamic State-IS)
Tudise (Wluweg) 9139, 2018 : 146)

2) Tua.a. 2016 farmwersulumsnesgusemslunsiitelaudy
Usgs1usuidsgueu uilidsa asfideinduililevenguinaass quau
(Fethullah Gulen) NATAEUIYIINTALALARFNIINITLITBIVDITTUIAUY
spueu Ausmaiiesegluanigenini nsfvelianig dwnuegiauls
5A wildlasuausiutle vilvinsilinelasgraunnuazuesinansysn 13
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WiLAeiUN1355UTEn3Alae N1335UTEMsNaNMaIA3all wanain
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21 (Wang Jin, 2016)

3) luRoudamag a.e. 2018 @n3gT Ussnmaninsn1stuniSmanuas
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MueLeun3l uutu dnuivasaieuIans Agnnienisgsidunudem
Tinsatuayunguine sy ATIkAZNAUQAY AIANAIMIENSTY AT
lauFLATYgNAYeeNN

4) pruduiuslndtn duannTuseninmsniuiade lneanizog1984
=% o & v A v o o |
ns7insneeINsingeszuulesiuiivungs S400 vessawe lneliivuaduey
wagAnnly A.A. 2019 Nillansyy Tanuivainsienaduasesdusy F35
W NAFeURUTEUU SE00 SUnNNERINITUTEa0aNTIOUL LAY TUIITUYDS
szuvlanfvessaleiuansgowiniceg Jndumaualiansss dweuniad

Tusu F35 Wgsnanth

5) ulgueanslszmavesnstaeniniany Jusennatsazdvsu \Ju
Sniteulvdrdyiinsgnudenifgmanivesansgnegamnn nsftviviatiuayu
nszuadaaun1sidled (Political Islam) Tupziusannatstisemivausauwag
e nmvesUszenaulumsiidusiunaniadies uenantiy SxuuAn
afuanuNguATIATNNAERY (Muslim Brotherhood) indndudaanunisiilos
warldfuanuionegrannluvans o Ussna wWivldannanisidensaly
aflfouarddud (Judu nsvuaemivausimmientuanamensnslunis
U iRdaaunisiiledluny usannalauarAuteuveIngunsInTA N aaY
gnusaudeanausessusundniduasfinnianislunaieuszme lag
annzeEsBaiusinsddnyvesanssIegimgienszidy uenannsALdad
finensfiatiuayungunsinsnwgaduogadame Wennignangienszide
uazitusinsdaauduiusdos foueu a.a. 2017 gaffdiuatuayuly
arathewdontand Svlunirdiviensuazninnfinsauduiusiatudnsu
fe (Wnlue] 9139, 2018 : 111-114)
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meNuTERaNeuen tnulenzeg 1B nUssmaiulugiuslingUssmeai

d1Aey luvairPIuifesnisausiuiieaingsiltulasinis OBOR aguailudin
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Mzwananedsludmivglsy Fudslalinnudievdeniuasegnaiuegsi
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Huduadvayulasmatauilasedsiuguromsin 3.6 fuduwdey
an3gm Usesunbuidsgueueiunanin asfdnfiaziuneiuiulugus
sudnilaglianaiuneuiudnuuanaiuneaaiansss uonnisuias
WeYEuarnavnIsuYesdu (Industrial and Commercial Bank of China)
FeleouiiRtunudmiumsiauw 2 Tassnsdrfglugsfiilutund 2.4 W
auVBEYanss awn lasanisadiemnamatauazlasinisasisasnunany
Wiz iunnvaslsema suiasaanandilaeudAuyudmsunsiaun

Isandnthiuskazuiiavadsguransialg (Masanori Tobita 2018)
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genlutuismwesiulutymmviliinsAlinruddapnlasnaonmsieidu
yrudsnngumils widheanunsainisideuaziasugialanisndnsiunn
urtliimsfidesiumitusinslvlogsdadounsfunnndudsiingnu Jufn
fronariluanunisalivuiinsiaedanduegslsnedymaniuywerugens
nsnaglinusiiasiolasanisuoudunaasegiavesduegslsvinunas
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1) asilulasamsuilawauniladunisvesiy

psfdaralnddatuiunniuidusimadouasnseumiuduiions
wiswghashs 4 lnenstidussmanilafidnhuduanndngudesisuaade
nsasulassadaiugiuusiaede (Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
: AlIB) Fi5Euuazndndilasiu AIB dedstulua.a. 2015 vie 2 Undwnd
UsyouBuid Jufis Winauslasenis “vlaueuniadume” eemanivi
astazifungvsmansddyidumanideidousninedoiuglsy

mstsdudnmidulassmsuauiasugiavesiuazsilinsfinans
Hugusnansseviaodeduglsuidlududuniansd mseuunau wagns
YUANAIU Huviate 9159013 Wi Insanisagnnuinuvivgiside (Eurasian
Continental Bridge) azifonduuglsusinugsimedunssalil (Mehmet
Soylemez, 2017) Fadludummnislu 6 suilpaasugianelalasensidung
el SnlasamavilsAeidumasalw Baku-Thilisi-Kars (BTK) daihlasenis
AflnsivihsmdvewesluauuaraesiFelagazsilvinisdsdudnluinsgming
%uﬁ’u&ﬂiﬂﬁmmﬂdaaﬁmmﬁu (Azernews, 2018) USEWSFIaMAav0U
falFdmusuasu aumesa (Kumport) MiZelvigidusiu 3 vosuszmai
oglunssdaduyalvinanetdugudredesiiddquvimiliweaauiasygiase
(Hinn1seaulal, 2017) uonanhdafiuaunnsad adumeasunaude ol
anuisgslnguisnvesiuiiedeudunany Juseniuns Junnveansiann
diufeveevedlaTanig BTK

psffuduiinnmeetlunsenseiueusiudedsnanesaselilos
Taglu a.a. 2015 Wasuauiinaudilasuduindedes “ Harmonization
of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21 Century Maritime Silk Road
with the Middle Corridor Initiative” fltfukauiasugivesdunisanslv
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FomaunuazmezaniouiuamiEudundniituiernandy “sudes
nans” (Middle Corridor) Bamnasidngamagilidumaiuaufssninggu
fuglsUldnandegasnnviseaindiudedldiogt 45 - 60 Ju aumdeiiies 15
Fuwihdu venantu Sildasnslutennasausiufiohienssalissaing
fuse sialu a.a. 2016 psiiuIufamuludufinanudilassninaiuinme
“AUFENIEUUALLAULATYEA” (Belt and Road Initiative) 1533 3AKN
1lulAsenis “Middle Corridor” #38 (Mehmet Soylemez, 2017) gj5Agauand
audeanisientsidiuslulasanisau e Tnenmznisdisiulasinis
serdeaAsygnadu-Uinaniu (China-Pakistan Economic Corridor: CPEC) e
fagliszlovtinnlassmsfidouseludwe Susennanauazwoniniinilose

aunerenluniskdnduausiuiieuarAanssusieg fausinay
Tassmadunsanslnuvimuaiinannun Hufegefitldifiuiigsiden
aaniaduegannaerBEusazmsiauiiifuduidnsddy Tnanwne
Usgs1unsuissgueniitlduddnannlumsaevaussanusiuiiefuiuoeis
soriles Tueungunie a.a. 2017 wesspaiou Iidumadisasdssguay
SilesznieUssmandedunsansruuasuauiasugiaiiussmaiu lng
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AudiusTuuULL U heRufunst wedsgueuldnanifiunumardty
yosnsitumsndndulassnsidunsanelvuvosduuasnandusaseunum
vosiulunmsimunlassadeiugiuvesmsn Wy Tasimsdunasolaniunisg
(Marmaray rail line) @azwiu ¥1iaALa (Canakkale) Lag Yavuz Sultan Selim
glusdgiside uarlasamsauuduuwnisdt 3 Tudaduya duinshdieinazaia
Audnansszidouasugiauiaaadouiidondutuglsusinugsi uedsgaeu
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uazlasgaunANYeIIENg Usys s und Julla Audugntisnnudfgy
Tunsadisausaniiesnsg meldlassnsd@unsanslug naenaunisusvau
NUATUULEUIELAZNNTASNAANTTATEN I (Mehmet Soylemez, 2017)
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2) Jymansaywevuy1eens

U

dusiaus A.6. 2010 WWuduin asituiuldasunuludennassiuiunane
2t ULazdllATINITVUIA I TIUAUNINLIY LAAINALRUSTEINNNUTIAS
a & v Ao v a A a a a s v &
TUszwwuimedrAgds nanAensudymantuyweruyigens sulu
Uszinundanunsibianuddguilaenasn uasguiansinne1e1ueing
pE93dnIETaNagn

osfnstsTvunssuanassyi wgegignidenufoienadiuns
vihau fiegede uazlemanisnsfinu nseenngmane nnszideusineg uag
WeugluiudeandaseuaSannemauivesnigens esnmlunssiud
MSYNLILAEN1IUARIDEN n1sTatunsnuAnuasAanssuynamaulid
wwdufithurdeilsaeufoy el fenasmenistuniessyin “vu-ud
wariunasateugnlisnddnsulufanssuniemau) msfinwduds n1s
FURADITUAIAYNNFAUILAZNITLENIDDNAIUAIDINITUIUDNN1ANEU
Judsfesinaluanitusine vesdy wiudlufadadmihfifsaondeuay
uwnsnuas vndiadlafviilidmiissiinanududodawinfudunginssy
nsutsusnfuueuBsdinudeneld vonand Ssdinisananalugiuuudug
anunne wu nsmulinnwgenslulsaieu dsdulvnyaiuiudsenu
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fiflonginnin 18 VdhsrmAanssn” (aund wswgunad, 2017 : 39)

Tusngauvedlasenisansuyeesugens (the Uyghur Human Rights
Project) sey yadulududeslasuanuioniousg1unannnisiianis
Tidumasiile wazmninisuansrnuiuwansaulinelaudogsgniniae
gnduauds daudwnunngnivduilesnananvedingnn uidmsumatn
U wu wserldsuoun el fiRmauinldiad suinduyaiurunisy
fAaglasunisreuysunmawninndt wu ¥1ive s (guA iesvgunail,
2017 : 39-40) ¥isil ms1ESgunaTuNesing e fduduvilsvesyuiuns
YARNTITULSS

< 1A o/ =)

3) ﬂ’J'\&IE‘NLLﬁ\‘iGiEl“U’l’JqElﬂiLLﬁS‘VITVI‘UE]\ﬁﬁU’]ﬁG!‘Jﬂ

Y

ffusaus a.a1. 2010 Huduan aaffuiuldamnaludonnasiuiunans
atULazdllATINTIUIA NG TIAULINLIY UAAMUFURUSTEIe USR]
Uszidiurmeiidgdyds nanfe nsdidywiaviuywerurngend sudu
Usgiiuiidanunsiliauddaanlagnaen uasguIansiinegIomneing
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peg95dnsETanan

ﬂiuuuﬁmmaEJﬂﬂmmmamammauwuﬁimmwuﬂumﬂLﬂuiuaus]
LLauLﬂu’mqml,wwzml,’smauq Wy ﬂsmmiﬂ'ﬁumaLLauﬂamsaawamﬂwm
Tu a.f1. 2009 Milosg3ud WomawesBuiFss ilwldiFeTinndn 200 Au da
mndeyavesiuii damednlvaidusmsu Wmihidsanutuedddun
wazAutMgeniuguzdiesadaludnuiuunn (quA wiswguad, 2017
43) lurmzdy UUDINADU Faduunonfsuuninsiuans §izenegadudu
wofuth msusuUTIvesiudTensendaEiug adeeailinels
Tifududuegnenn (Mehmet Soylemez, 2017) usndsniuliuuns
AduindeuumInsyRegminiiieUsuUInmduus fuuuassyay
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T A.e. 2015 SinszuadndlauAdnmeansiuladmnsuiyaduaensuuy
fofnon dwalAnnsUserhaduadiluglunsi Tnefingueyinulisuuazded
atuayussuradunnuin (Salin Girit, 2015) agnglsiniy Tuvagtiuung
Fipaoudesaiumissesundud ndeuduiiuudmsvesvwensnunnsi
oghssziinsrTauaznanidesiiaziidusnlunsuserhatonisuansgadusie
dowavy Fuiliingaedeillidwarornuduiusiuiu Selunddiulsiu
ndavansaiiauas wesguoudilfifumadeuiusasnuleiu wed Ju
A iedugnslimnuddysensesuasinnuduiussuRsswinmides
Useina Bndunildlulifentuil astldfauelvifiinRsiorddsugen it
103y Fehliiudeuludmsii msviuuuionnendufivionuduiug
sgriniukazasyilvianuuilonuningg envannadla

pg1elsfinny mndeunesiausdiu a.a 2000 WHuduan finsiay
fnsneiriidedamaegsludnuasiisoulouatuaziuanyniingfuiuds
fu MW ludaisandrolsuiuiivoulmiodadiuldda Wy deae,
2002 wien3guus? Bulent Ecevit nanafiuweniguuniiuuney nsad (Zhu
Rongji) TnenUSeunamaduidsadumilou “azniu” ﬁL%auﬂﬁﬁﬁU%u Tu p.et.
2009 Usgsmunduidunaaed na nanludnvaeiferiuigige)iiiay
wilou “@vnn” stwihosassUssma (Mehmet Soylemez, 2017) faunlu

v A

A.f. 2011 vsEnnsiuveulalnmeidunsasninedadiuyaiuiilogud
waNINUIY USEgnanunssuvesnsinluiliafiggudeie Juiunsidsinisany
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rusdriufnssainiissfudazdinehsegludesinvesaudniug
serhansRiuiunarenausyiuauesnsenunseiatulimndle e dgm
ﬁw%ww%uﬁmaqﬂQ%LLazﬁuﬁ%uﬁmLﬁuﬂssLﬁuﬁa'aulmsiammiﬁﬂﬁuaq
nauuAdendsndueeeds ludnduniletamaegslununeswesdanuu
fooubmuiulnsamzluuivesausiuas fnmsdsamnuaniiuves)ld
dumesiinundulu a.a. 2015 wui Yevay 86 WemsAlvinsatuayungy
YUIUNIDAANMOTAAN AL TUERN (East Turkestan Islamic Movement:
ETIM) Fafunguitmanisiuussmadungunonsieandausdiu a.a. 2002
(Mehmet Soylemez, 2017)

Sndmvilafionatuneuanuduiusseninatu Ao madumislusu
suludBevesingugendemuinszydiuszana 2,000-2,500 Auillusam
fungudayasvivisowt (Al-Nusra Front) uagdn 500-1,000 aulusuiy
nufgdaauvielotoalun.a. 2016 (slamic State) uenantulunsdings
asnsunanadledudize asifuiuddeaduiiunnststusie Tnogsioglu
naufiresuLAzfesnslAudIUsEs B URUNS §a Sawn (Bashar al -
Assad) TuvaueIuatiuayuszuausana daduniiliassesfionadinase
ANNFNRUTSENIRUAUgAlA uiaeiuAuneIeIuvewsilun1ssnw
anuduiusssvinetuhlinsfanuhidedulussiuiulnenaen agsls
fanu WenandainsuludSeddudeindwlngidunadilulugSeruma
937 Taedevesiulshiauonenuiiszyin “nguinenisgensuensuinmn
Wi BFerumneunugsichenmtemdevesdminiiast deindulud
lalWiu” (Mehmet Soylemez, 2017)
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