
1

Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Policy during the Reign of King Salman bin Abdu-
laziz: A Regional Perspective.

1

1



4

 (change & continuity) 

2015 

2017 

/
/

Callahan 1982 ,17-23) 



 2 

(Regional Hegemony) (Linkage Politics)

 (Hegemony)

 (unipolar system) 
 (Hegemony) 

Mingst 1999, 34); (Kegley and Wittkop 2006, 309 Cited in
Odigbo 2014, 91)



 (regional hegemony)  Landsberg 
 (pivotal state) (Landsberg 

2007, 4 Cited in  Odigbo  2014, 92)  Wight 
 (middle powers) 

Wight  1978, 63 Cited 
in  Odigbo  2014, 92
Landsberg  (pivotal state; 

) 

 Landsberg 
 (regional hegemon) 

(pivotal state) 

(Landsberg 2007, 4 Cited in  Odigbo  2014, 92-93)
 Nolte

(regional power) 10 
(1) 

(2) 



7

(3)
( ) 

(4) ( ) 
 (5)

 (6) 
(7) 

 (8) 
(9)

(10) 

 (Nolte 2007, 15 Cited in Odigbo 2014, 93)

 (regional power)

 (regional hegemon) 
(pivotal state) 



8

(Linkage Politics) 

 (intersect)

(penetrative) (reactive)
(emulative) (Rosneau (linkage process)

1. 

(1) :
 4



(Miller 2017)

 (share the 
neighborhood) Goldberg 2016 Cited in Karim 2017, 71

2018



10

(3) : 
 (rentier 

state)  “…
...

 (

( 2017) 
(15.9% )

 133.6 
( 2016)  54.5% (Workman

 2030 (Vision 2030 2016)



11

1
(GDP) 2011-2016 ( : GDP) 

(4) :

 2 



12

(Al-Matter 2016) 

 (tribal-traditional elite Islamic politics) 

 (mass Islamic politics)

2.

 ( )



(General Intelligence 
Presidency; GIP) 

 ( 1975-1982)
 ( 1982-2005)  ( 2005-2015) 

 (Karim 
2017, 75)

1 

 (Karim 2017, 76)



14

-

 (Karim 2017, 77)

 (  2560)

3.



2015 

 “ ” (World’s Worst 
Humanitarian Crisis) (UN News 2017)

Karim
2014 

 ( 2015) 

2015 
 (Karim 2017, 81)



 (Steward 2017)
/

(Iranian proxy) 

2015 

2017
) 



17

( 2018) 

(Salwa canal project)
 2 

 2561) ; (Gulf Business 2018)

4 
(1) 

( 2017)



18

/

(2) 

 ( 2017)
(3) “… 5 

2017
” ( 2017)

Madawi Al-Rasheed visiting 
professor  London School of Economics 



(Al-Rasheed 2017)

(4) 

 “...

...” 

(Al-Rasheed 2017)

 2 (1) 

 (regional hegemon)

(2)

(  2560)



20

(small state)

(status-seeking 

approach)

Babak Mohammadzadeh (2017, 

19-36) 

 (honest broker)  “

” (take the right side) 

Mohammadzadeh



21

“...

...” ( 2017) 

 “ ...

...” 

( 2560) 

 ( 2561)

)

( 2561)



22

(  2017) 

( 1975- 1990)

-

 (Ta’if) 

 15 

2005 

- 2006 

 55,000  (Grumet 2015)



2006 

 (soft power) 

(Sundys 2009) 

/



24

Thembisa Fakude Aljazeera Centre 

for Studies

-  (Muqtada al-Sadr) 

2017

-

 (Fakude 2017)



-

 “ ”

“ ” 

-  (al-Qatif) 

-  (sectarianism) 



-

 46

2016

(reterritorialization) /

/

/

1979 

(narrative) 



27

/ /

 (

2018) 

(Alliance Towards Reforms) ( ;
“Forward”)  54 

329 

 2560) 

(Fatah Alliance; 

48 ) - 2

- (Victory Alliance; 

42 )  3 

Gulf News



28

3 

Rex Tillerson 2017 



“Pragmatism” 



 1 



(1)  (regional 
hegemon)



 (intersect)

(penetrative)

(reactive)

(emulative) 

(output) 

 (input) 
(2)

 (Gulf Council Cooperation; GCC)

Madawi Al-Rasheed
(Saudi-Gulf policy) 6

 (religious symbolism) 



 (Al-Rasheed 2017)
(3) 

 (political factions) (political 
polarizations) 

(4) /

/
(

) 



(5)

MBS

(grand strategy) 

“ ” 

MBS
 MBS 

(6)




