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The Transformation of Women in the Three Southern Boarder

Provinces from Victims into Social Activists
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explain the transformation of woman in the
three southern border provinces from victims of violence by which family
members were killed or prosecuted, to social activists; and to identify
certain conditions of such transformation. Woman activists in Pattani,
Yala and Narathiwat whose family affected by violence were interviewed.
The results show that women activists have transformed themselves at
the level of attitudes, behaviors and life pattern. They have discovered
their own potential, changed attitude towards others and worked for
the community while still caring for the families. The becoming of social
activists is attributed to the fact that the women were linked to social
networks in the healing process in which they worked together, helped
one another, listened to the others, learned from collective experi-
ences. The social network of activism serves as social capital allowing
the women to be able to work in the public sphere. Traditional social
capital including family and kinship helps secure the private sphere of
personal and family life. In addition, woman-turn-activists exerts their
public roles differently, varied from simply securing livelihood to engag-
ing in peace building. This is due to uneven human capital of personal
capability and past experiences of each individual woman activist.

Keywords: Women, Victim, Social activist, The southern border

provinces
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