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ABSTRACT

The Dragon is Flying North: The Role of the People’s Republic of
China in the Arctic Region

The People’s Republic of China has recently been more politically and
economically active in the Arctic region. The announcement of the White
Paper on China’s Arctic Policy in 2018 marked a significant stage in its
engagement in the region. The White Paper detailed the “Polar Silk Road”
ambition and claimed that China is a “Near-Arctic state”. Taken together,
these developments triggered a series of debate concerning China’s role
and posture in the Arctic region. The mainstream explanation emphasized
that China’s Arctic ambition is driven by the expected geoeconomic gains
such as access to the region’s large hydrocarbon reserves, investment in
the region and the commercial exploitation of the Arctic shipping route.
These are seen as key economic tools China is using to enhance its status
as a global power. However, to provide a more rounded explanation, we
argue that China’s engagement in the Arctic region is not informed solely
by the geoeconomic logic. In parallel, China is driven by its self-perceived
status as a global power that can be legitimately involved in matters
affecting the international community. In the case of the Arctic region,
global warming and environmental sustainability are issues about which

China is concerned.
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les u ui p.a. 1996 UssinaRuldidrdniadulszmaaundnaniznssuns
MYNANARFRITNANATNA (International Arctic Science Committee) CRT
Uszineananlalunisine AusduazAsamndnenmansifenfuensnin
N TUANA AL (Wang Chenguang T2t 2018, 12)
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ninenns uaznisynidnidunianisiiuie suazsiuniswmuiniuesegia
uazdany ﬁﬁlqmﬁﬁwmﬁmz\hfmm%qm@wa@ﬂimumimL@?M@mmw%}?m
memmﬂu@gmmmuﬁuﬁu suiamsaiisnnusauilansimusems
aaseiussqua

132nn99a WhsaneRunsenin (To participate in the governance
of the Arctic 2 5163 LH%) vunee UszimAauazidnsanaiLanazannig
Reatufansuaznssifiuianssuifianiuensnin dwsi nsdnfiufanis
neliimnuiluainag dssmeaRudanstinminunsounisniiunisednging
antsza111R (Charter of the United Nations) audayeynanilsza1a1mdn
m"‘mnguu’mmu@ (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) Llaz
mu%zﬁ"ngmamwdwﬂi:mm’qm”fmm@Lﬂ?ﬂlﬂuuﬂmmqmquﬁmmﬁLLaxﬁq
WIARBNAN 7] ﬁﬁ@gj e Ny de1NALI898IANNINNIATE NI SN
(International Maritime Organization) &115un19aiEuNIsNeluLlszina
UszmaauiundpfiazsiiuianssunialulssmeRenfunsimssanis
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Renmin Gongheguo guowuyuan xinwen bangongshid & A 3 A1 [E [F
55 e ¥ 1 /524 % 2018, 6)
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CIESR29)

AANHNLANTN (Respect 2 H) Lﬂuﬁ”ugmzé’f]ﬁmmmﬂimm%u"mmmﬁﬁ
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yasvaaqlsying wazuwaliinlunisnausunisasuaesilsuinaau lunie
witlevaslasmasade Tl . 2017 FAURe UseaurBUAAL uazafive
AN WENSTuUATA Gl 1 TN EAMA T AT R EE P L QR
dunnsans luudalan (Xinhua 2017) ﬂ%ﬁﬁ"qmmuﬁzﬁﬂﬁmmmﬂ?:mﬂfm
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lull A.A. 2018 China Ocean Shipping Company (COSCO) LLéﬁa\l‘ﬂﬁ‘1_|Wl?1
APYCTEIY R Y- (7 P ARV ORI ARNIE £ (Ice-Capable Cargo Vessel)
(Eiterjord 2019)
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N EFEAE A2 #B 2012)
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Hlpsalannilszimnean
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