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ABSTRACT
The way of Indonesian Muslims in facing the spread of COVID-19

infection

The COVID-19 pandemic, since March 2020, has significantly
impacted Thailand and Indonesia, with both countries experiencing the
highest number of infections and fatalities in ASEAN during the initial stages
of the outbreak. This situation has profoundly affected the population,
particularly the labor force, and led to a severe economic downturn,
resulting in various ensuing challenges. Notably, these challenges have
had a substantial impact on vulnerable groups, particularly Muslims, in the
context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

This study focuses on how Muslims have adapted to the pandemic,
using Indonesia as a case study to compare with the context of Muslim
communities in the southern border provinces of Thailand. The objectives
of this study are to examine the adaptation of Muslims amidst the COVID-19
pandemic and to explore the role of Islamic religious organizations in

responding to the pandemic.

Indonesia and the southern border provinces of Thailand are home
to large Muslim populations characterized by cultural diversity. Certain
cultural and lifestyle practices have emerged as significant factors in the
spread of COVID-19, as Muslim ways of life often involve high-risk behaviors
related to physical and facial contact. Religious practices became a crucial

focal point for government strategies to combat the severe spread of the
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COVID-19 pandemic. A key turning point in the outbreak within Muslim
communities was the movement of people during Ramadan, commonly
referred to as the Ramadan exodus. Consequently, government responses,
with the involvement of Islamic religious organizations, were directed
toward controlling the spread of the virus through strict measures on
religious and cultural activities. These measures necessitated significant
lifestyle adjustments among Muslims, incorporating the concept of the
“New Normal.”

Keywords: COVID-19, vulnerability, Muslim way of life.
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