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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research on “The status and trends in presenting
Thailand in the print media in Myanmar” is to compile and analyze the status
and trends of the Thai image in Myanmar media in the periods before the
crisis (1978-1991), during the crisis (1992-2002) and after the crisis
(2003-2009). The study covers news, articles and literature, with particular
emphasis on information presented in the media in the Myanmar language
published during the years 1978-2009. These include the annual Myanmar
encyclopedia (Myanmar Swesonkyan Hnitchuot), daily newspaper of the
government of Myanmar (Myanmar Alin ~ The New Light of Myanmar) and
the private weekly newspapers like Myanmar Times. All of these are often
reached by political and economic stakeholders, such as the military men,
merchants, businessmen, civil servants, politicians and diplomats.

The study has found that the media inside Myanmar are presented in
two modes: normal and abnormal. It is normal when it presents Thailand as a
“friendly country”, focusing on political, economic, as well as social issues.
These are found in the Myanmar encyclopedia, private print media and
literature. It is not normal when it presents Thailand as an “external threat”,
with emphasis on security issues and the need to be wary of Thailand. This

mode is found in only the daily newspapers of the Myanmar government.
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