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ABSTRACT

This article discusses the Cambodian stakeholders’ perceptions of
Thailand. The stakeholders covered in this study include Cambodian migrant
workers and students in Thailand, as well as Cambodian businessmen and
tourists. Even though this research was conducted during the crisis in the
relations between Thailand and Cambodia, the result showed that their
perceptions are slightly different from those reflecting their government’s
propaganda. The labor group had the best perception of Thailand, looking at
Thailand as a “place for economic opportunities”, ignoring the conflict that
was going on between the two countries. The students looked at Thailand as a
“close neighboring country” rather than thinking of the conflict it was having
with their country. They also thought that if a Cambodian did not like
Thailand, that was mainly because of the news about the dispute between two
countries. The perceptions of businessmen and traders are similar to those of
the first two groups. Anyway, although some Cambodians do not like Thailand
because of the border conflicts, they still have a good perception on Thai
consumer products. Even though these people cannot represent the whole
Cambodian population, we could say that they are the part of Cambodia that is

getting more important as the country is changing.
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