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ABSTRACT

This article is a by-product of a research project that explored the
issue of Thailand in the perception of Vietnamese stakeholders in Thai-
Vietnamese relations. The rationale for the expansion of this issue is that in
addition to bilateral relations the multilateral framework of ASEAN represents
another important aspect of Thai-Vietnamese relationship. The paper traces
the development of relations between ASEAN, Vietnam and Thailand from the
beginning to the end of the Cold War. The changed regional atmosphere
contributed significantly to the eventual admission of Vietnam to ASEAN. The
paper then examines Vietnam’s role in the Association, which indicates its
enthusiastic engagement in the latter’s activities, before proceeding to present
a profile of present-day Thai-Vietnamese relations in a number of issue—

areas, namely, political-security, economic, and cultural and academic.
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