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ABSTRACT
Rethinking Thailand’s Southern Fire:

The Relationship of Patani and Siam

Since an attack on an army base in Narathiwat province on 4th
January 2004, the southern provinces of Thailand have been a cauldron of
swirling discontent. Many studies have identified its root causes such as a
resurgence of historical consciousness on the part of local Malay Muslims,
unemployment, lack of educational opportunities, separatist movements,
etc. Although the problems in Thailand’s three southernmost provinces
are highly complicated as they are associated with many factors, this
article will focus on the historical background as one of the main causes
of the conflict. Understanding the history of the three provinces will help
the decision makers to deeply consider the problems. However, we must
accept that people with different backgrounds and perspectives, while
looking at looking at the same situation, may see it differently.

The people in the three southernmost provinces strongly believe in
their own history, which is deemed incompatible with the general history
of Thailand. Thus, the article aims to gain better understanding of today’s
problems by looking at the history of Pattani from the time it fell under the
Kingdom of Siam.
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