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ABSTRACT
Conflict in Thailand’s Three Southern Border Provinces in the Context

of Political Changing with the Critical Remark

The objective of this article is to describe and analyze the conflict
in Thailand’s three southernmost provinces amidst the country’s political
change with a view to seeing how this conflict is related to this change
and how the conflict has accumulated from the past to the present time.
The article consists of four parts: the conflict during the Ayutthaya period
which came to an end in 1767 (2310 B.C.), the conflict during the Thonburi
and Rattanakosin periods before the change of governmentin 1932 (2475
B.E.), the conflict in the period between 1932 (2475 B.E.) and 2001 (2544
B.E.), and the conflict as it has developed from Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra’s to the present.

The article shows that the conflict in three southern border provinces,
namely Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat, can be divided into two parts. Firstly,
the continued internal conflicts originating in the past were relevant to re-
lations between these provinces and the central government. This power
relationship can be seen in the war waged against Pattani by the influential
rulers of the Ayutthaya era as a means of power expansion. The power
expansion continued to the Thonburi and Rattanakosin periods. During

the reign of King Chulalongkorn a new local administrative system, the

v
I %
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Tesaphiban, was introduced as part of his effort to modernize Siam. In
the post-1932 (2475 B.E.) period conflict in the three southern provinces
was still raging, especially during the premiership of Field Marshal Phibun.
Despite efforts to solve it, the conflict has unfortunately continued and
further developed into a structural problem involving mistrust, injustice,
backwardness and underdevelopment. All this has resulted in the frus-
tration on the part of the local people with widespread consequences.
The paper thus concludes, first, that the problem has been derived from
sources of structural power relations and accumulation of traumatic his-
torical experiences. Secondly, external or international conflict involving
both religious cultural differences, as evident in the antagonism between
the West and radical Islam has also had an impact on the three south-
ern border provinces, which together represent a most sensitive area in
Southeast Asia. The convergence of the external and internal dimensions
of the conflict has exacerbated it; its solution therefore requires various
methods which take both the national interest and those of the specific

groups into consideration.
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