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ABSTRACT
Application of the Principles of Good Governance to Policy Formulation

for Management Effectiveness within the Royal Thai Armed Forces

The purpose of this research is to study the results of the applica-
tion of the principles of good governance to the Royal Thai Armed Forces.
The expected results include the management effectiveness, the manner
in which the management procedures are developed, and the evalua-
tion of the suitability of these principles for the formulation of policy in
the Royal Thai Armed Forces. There are three steps in the application of
these principles. The first step involves the application of the principles to
enhance the management effectiveness in the Royal Thai Armed Forces.
The effectiveness is evaluated by conducting interviews of 22 unit com-
manders in the Royal Thai Armed Forces. The second step focuses on the
application of the principles of good governance to enhance the efficiency
in formulating administrative policies in the Royal Thai Armed Forces. For
this purpose the Delphi technique is used with 15 generals. The third step
is the evaluation of the suitability of the principles of good governance for
the development of management procedures by in the Royal Thai Armed
Forces. The study relies on interviews of 66 Lieutenant Generals and Major
Generals with discussion guides or questionnaires.

The study found that the principles of good governance have been
applied in four policy areas, namely: 1) the state, society and the environ-

ment, 2) beneficiaries of services and stakeholders, 3) the organization,
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and 4) the operators. All six principles of good governance, i.e., the rule
of law, the integrity principle, the transparency principle, the participation
principle, the accountability principle, and the cost-effectiveness principle,
have been applied and found to be compatible with the nature of work
in all these policy areas. The high and highest opinion marks have been
scored on the suitability of applying the principles of good governance
to the Royal Thai Armed Forces, where opinions normally go in the same
direction, especially in so far as this involves loyalty. This accounts for the
existence of a high level of esprit de corps in the Royal Thai Armed Forces,

and this makes them different from other organizations and agencies.
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