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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to study history and analyze the names relating
to the landscape of 45 temples according to language structure. Besides, the study is
about general classification characteristics of temple names according to the meaning
groups, and the beliefs of the temples’ names which impact on the residents’ life styles of
Nakhon Chai Si district, Nakhon Pathom province. This research is a qualitative research
using community survey method. Data were collected using in-depth interview with the
subject.

Results of the study are as follows:1) The results showed that there is 1 basic word
to 3 basic words in naming temples in Nakhon Chai Si district, Nakhon Pathom province.
The most common names consisted of 2 basic words, 3 basic words and 1 basic word
respectively. 2) The study of the general classification characteristics of temple names
according to the meaning groups was found that the temple appeared to be named as the
initial word, the word Tha has 3 names, which were equal to 6.66 percent, followed by 2
names were equal: Bang and Huai which were equal to 4.44 percent. These three initial
words were grouped in a group of meanings, naming them after rivers and water sources,
This showed historical data of the areas in Nakhon Chai Si district. Nakhon Pathom
province with an abundance of water sources The 2 words Khok and Lan showed the
terrain in the upland area is, looks like an old hump, including a wide courtyard near the
water.3) The beliefs towards the way of life of people in Nakhon Chai Si district, Nakhon
Pathom province had in the past were three important beliefs: 1. the most original beliefs
followed by 2. The beliefs from legends and 3. The beliefs in supernatural. This research
showed the value of various aspects of the toponyms of temples in Nakhon Chai Si district,
Nakhon Pathom province more clearly and deeply, making the people realize their local

values.

Keywords: Toponyme, temple, Belief
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