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The Reflection from Thai Cinema after the Transition to the

New Millennium
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ABSTRACT

Thai film has long been a popular entertainment medium. It has not only a tight relationship with the Thai
society, but can also be used in reading the context of the society in the period it represents. With the inclination
to explore Thai film beyond its entertainment value, this article proposes to:

1. Give the summary of the Thai film industry during the past 10 years

2. Analyze the role and impact of Thai film towards the Thai society

3. Identify a possible scenario regarding the Thai film industry

Broadly speaking, the Thai film industry in the past 10 years earned astonishing success. Its growth was
steady; up to 37 films were released annually with a wide variety of film genres available. After converting into
percentage, the growth rate is approximately at 35% a year.

As to the role and impact, it can be viewed in 8 angles: (1) Thai film and the elevation of quality, (2) Thai
film and the reflection of society, (3) Thai film and political interests, (4) Thai film and cultural communication,
(5) Thai film and adolescence, (6) Thai film and gender issues, (7) Thai film and the construction of new
standard, and (8) Thai film and the incorporation of new media.

Regarding the tendency, Thai film will hold on to its function in conveying the directors’ viewpoints which
will mirror the pictures of the society while the quality of production will still be retained.

Keywords: Thai Cinemas, The reflection of Thai society, The Reflection from Thai Cinema.
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