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Inheritance of Khon: Humanity’s Intangible Cultural Heritage for Lifelong Learning
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Abstract

Cultural heritage is unique in maintaining Thai society and nationality continuously. It
is such a significant issue that the entire Thais inherited from ancestors for a long time
should preserve a sustainable legacy as long as possible. However, the world situation is
changing rapidly which the globe closely connects as a borderless state. Globalization
flowing the world culture that blends with local culture has resulted in a lifestyle change.
The loss of traditional cultural values and undesirable behaviors resulting in Thai society
preserving cultural heritage values requires the use of the inheritance process to promote
public participation, especially among children and youth, in raising awareness of their
values. Creating the awareness of cherishing cultural heritage and national identity can
represent one’s roots.

Khon is a unique cultural heritage of Thailand that combines many fields of sciences
and arts. The value of Khon reflects the Thai way of life. UNESCO has declared it a registered
cultural heritage of humanity. Thailand must work to raise awareness, and respect, intangible
cultural heritage values at the local, national, and international levels by the 2003 Convention
on the Preservation of Intangible Cultural Heritage. Along with creative participation in the
promotion and treatment might support and promote the study and research of knowledge
and wisdom about Khon in various fields for Lifelong Learning.
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