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Zhou Guojin’s innovativeness in modern ceramic art
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Abstract

Contemporary ceramic art by Zhou Guojin has been of significant interest since
the 1950s. Zhou Guojin has played a pivotal role in fostering the transmission of cultural
heritage and spiritual values inherent in Chinese ceramics, which have a history spanning
over a millennium. Moreover, he has been instrumental in promoting and advancing con-
temporary ceramic art in China, with a deliberate intention to “inherit without imitation, cre-
ate anew without forsaking roots.” During the period from 1954 to 1959, characterized as
“the era of fog,” a period of heightened awareness and exploration, Zhou Guojin sought to
cultivate artistic ideologies conducive to creative innovation. This creative endeavor during
the era of fog involved employing simplistic elements, embracing natural realism, and har-
monizing “perspectives, forms, spirits, and emotions.” Subsequently, from 1960 to 1981,
marked “ the era of prosperity,” wherein Zhou Guojin embarked on a quest for aesthetic
perfection in forms. This period witnessed embellishments through the application of color-
ful glazes, rendering artworks charming, captivating, and intriguing. Transitioning to “ the
era of antiquity “ from 1981 to 1988, Zhou Guojin delved into the essence of true beauty,
expressing reverence towards nature and emphasizing the intrinsic unity between human-
ity and the natural world, characteristic of Eastern culture. The period spanning from 1988
to 2007 marked “ the era of new expression,” characterized by transformative shifts and
consciousness-raising endeavors. Here, Zhou Guojin advocated for “an art form that em-
braced evolving outcomes, encouraging perspectives that viewed traditional ceramic
craftsmanship as the epitome of purity, marked by emotional imprints akin to the artist's
fingerprints, thereby enabling artists to create with unrestricted imagination and vigor”.
From 2007 to the present is the era of embracing the vast environment. Zhou Guojin’s artis-
tic endeavors have transcended boundaries, as evidenced by his creation of large-scale
ceramics, reflective of the expansive nature of contemporary times. This period epitomizes
an optimistic outlook and the prosperity emblematic of the current generation’s ethos and

aspirations.

Keywords: Innovativeness in modern ceramic art, Modern ceramic art, Zhou Guojin
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