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Abstract

This study examines the development of Srimala Road and evaluates the adaptive
reuse potential of its shophouses. It has two aims: (1) to explain the historical and physical
transitions of Srimala Road during B.E. 2482-2519 (1939-1976); and (2) to analyse the reuse
potential of the shophouses based on field evidence by reading current patterns of use and
synthesising templates suited to the contemporary context. Prior studies in the district have
largely focused on religion and tourism, while research that connects shophouse architecture
with present-day use remains limited. The research covers the middle section of the road
(780 metres), surveying 127 shophouses with an emphasis on two-storey early modern and
modern examples. Physical and use data were collected through questionnaires and interviews,
and a comparative analysis was conducted on 93 analysable cases. The findings identify
three current use types: commercial (24.73%), residential (44.09%), and mixed use
(31.18%). Users tend to carry out both exterior and interior alterations whilst retaining only
exterior elements important to the building’s appearance. Interior priorities centre on
enhancing residential amenities (e.g. bathrooms and flexible family gathering space) and
improving the efficiency of ground-floor retail to support contemporary activities. On this
basis, the study proposes preserving key exterior elements and reconfiguring interiors, with
template options aligned to existing use types, in order to balance new functions with the

district’s original values.

Keywords: Adaptive reuse, Srimala Road shophouse development
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