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Abstract

Research in science education has paid attention to developing learners’ understandings of
nature of science (NOS). A general way to analyze understandings of NOS is categorizing them into
groups (e.g., informed, transition, and naive) which cannot represent how the learners understand
interrelations among NOS aspects. This article presents a way to analyze understandings of NOS
using a map, which a researcher can create to represent those understandings. Data from preservice
teachers’ responses to a questionnaire are used as examples to illustrate the data analysis process.
This article also suggests that research in this area should focus more on investigating interrelations
among NOS aspects in a holistic way.
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