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Abstract

This article presents an analysis of a first- grade mathematics textbook in a topic of number
sense using variation theory. The results reveal that the textbook does not present variation in a
format that allows students to discern number as a critical aspect at the beginning, but variation in
other aspects that are not critical or less important. But, on perspective of variation theory, students
should experience variation in numbers first, so they can discern and contrast what each number
means and how each number differs from the others. This article proposes that variation should be

a criterion in developing, evaluating, choosing, and using textbooks. This article also suggests for
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variation analyses in other topics as well as research on effectiveness of variation sequences that

appear in textbooks on student learning of mathematics.
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