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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to examine the fundamental information of the students which influencing the
decision to pursue the higher education degree and to investigate the marketing mix affecting the students’
determination to enroll in a private vocational college during the academic year of 2018 in an area of Hat
Yai District, Songkhla Province. The study was survey research. A sample was selected using purposive
sampling from an entire population of first-year vocational certificate students in Hat Yai District, Songkhla
Province across every educational program in the commercial field. A sample of 240 cases was drawn from
Udomsueksaphanitchayakan Technological College (120 students) and Hat Yai Amnuaywit Technological
College (120 students). The instrument of the study was a questionnaire. The results of the study were
analyzed using descriptive statistics comprising of percentage, mean (x), and standard deviation (S.D.).

The results from the study of students’ fundamental information indicated that the majority of the
questionnaire respondents were female (73.30%) and male (26.70%). Most of them aged between 15-19
years old (97.50%) and studying in the field of accountancy, computer, business, marketing, foreign
languages, computer graphics, and hotel management, respectively. The most popular choice selected by
the respondents as the main reason supporting their decision to enroll in a private vocational college was
the information provided from the guidance sessions of the colleges. The results from the investigation of
marketing mix affecting the students’ determination to enroll in a private vocational college indicated that
every factor has a high degree of influence which including the curriculum and quality of an institution, the
reputation and location, the tuition fee, the uniform, and services, respectively. The results of the study
were consistent with the hypothesis and could be applied as the approach in the development of
management and strategic improvement to encourage the decision of students to enroll in the private

vocational college.
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