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ABSTRACT

This research examines the academic state of music disciplines in higher educational institutions in
Northern Thailand. Using phenomenology as a methodological framework, the researcher interpreted
forty-nine interlocutors’ experiences obtained from interviews, observations, and archival research. The
findings were presented under the following theme-subtheme structures: 1) Academic quality — an
institute’s policy, students’ preparedness, instructors’ adaptation proficiency, and teaching support; 2)
Curricular development - the standard frames, instructors’ competency, meeting the public needs,
music’s popularity in a society, cultural diversity, and professional development; 3) Students’ attitudes —
worldviews and misconceptions; and 4) Professional consideration - job diversity, the requirement of

versatile knowledge, academic qualifications, and job opportunity limitations.
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