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Abstract

The aims of this study were to investigate the situations of moral problems in
children and the youths, and to formulate the guidelines for the paradigm shifts of children
and the youths on their morality in Chiang Rai province. For research methodology,
interview, observation checklist, and questionnaire were administered with 50 respondents.
These included 18 morality course-oriented teacher monks, 18 teachers teaching social,
religious and cultural studies in 18 districts, 3 officers working for Regional Buddhism Office,
3 officers working for the Office of Chiang Rai Provincial Culture, 7 parents and community
leaders, and 1 officer working for Chiang Rai Provincial Youth and Family Court. The data
was statistically analyzed using percentage, mean, and frequency distribution.

The findings showed that understanding of morality and ethics, which should uphold
children and the youths for consciousness of favorable and unfavorable behaviors, but it
was found that they had low understanding on this which resulted in various problems in
the youths regarding morality, social and culture, physical, verbal, and mental behaviors.
Also, the rapid changes in social and culture lent positive and negative effects towards

behaviors of children and the youths. For positive effect, it was the use of new

74 3619

2560 Jadindny) um1Inenaesvandeasy U7 10 aUuil 2 wewniey - 8917 2560



Guidelines for Children’s and Youth’s Paradigm Shifts on Their Morality in Chiang Rai Province

technology to facilitate their living activities in regard to empowering the communication and
learning. For negative effect, it was the wrong purposes of using technology such as
careless riding motorcycle and seductive dress in girls, verbal misbehaviors with adults,
using addictive substances, premature sexual intercourse, and misuse of communication
devices. Regarding the guidelines developing morality and ethics in children and the youths,
it was found that all 3 vital parties needed to get involved on this which included family,
education institution, and religious institution. Especially, family is the most important unit
in promoting and implanting the morality and ethics for children under their guidance since
they were young with an emphasis on developing their education and capacity and be a
good person so that they could live their life happily in the society. In addition, adults
needed to oversee and provide guidance for children when they have problem without
having any bias. Moreover, adults needed to behave as the role model for children and
the youths.

For policy recommendations, government should promote the spread of morality
in the society by praising people with morality and good deeds, who could become a role
model for other people, such as father, mother, parents, country leader, politicians,
public and private organization leaders, community leaders, religious organization leaders,
artists, entertainers, and singers as children and the youths favored to imitate their behaviors.
There should be selection of artists, entertainers, and singers with morality to be promoted
and praised as the role model for children and the youths. Communities in Thai society
should encourage and stimulate by giving praise, honor, protection, motivation, and rewards
for the person holding morality and good deeds by campaigning activities promoting doing
good from the community to the national levels.

Regarding policy for application, family should build warm atmosphere within the
family with generosity, trust, acceptance, and inter-dependence which would train the
children to be responsible and disciplined in taking care of themselves, home, and other
people in the family including father, mother, and parents. In addition, adults in the
family should act as the role model for their children in regard to honesty, diligence,
endurance, and adhering to religious teachings. They should always participate in religious
activities and school activities to consistently get close to their children co-construct
morality and ethics to children and the youths.

Keyword: Guidelines for paradigm shifts on morality
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